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COVERAGE OF THE MICHIGAN ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK
STRAND 1: LITERATURE AND UNDERSTANDING: STATE STANDARDS 5,9,10

1. Culture and Community (State Benchmarks 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 5.5, 9.2, 9.3)

2. Universal Themes (State Benchmarks 5.2 5.3, 5.4, 9.1, 10.1, 10.2, 10.3)

3. Quality Literature (State Benchmarks 5.1)

4. Various Perspectives (State Benchmarks 5.3, 9.2, 9.3, 10.1)

STRAND 2: GENRE AND CRAFT: STATE STANDARD 8

1. Mechanics (State Benchmarks 8.1)

2. Narrative Genre and Craft (State Benchmarks 8.2, 8.4)

3. Informational Genre and Craft (State Benchmarks 8.3, 8.5)

STRAND 3: SKILLS AND PROCESSES: STATE STANDARDS 1, 2, 3, 7, 11, 12)

1. Inquiry (State Benchmarks 11.1, 11.2, 11.3, 11.4)

2. Writing (State Benchmarks 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 7.4)

3. Monitoring (State Benchmarks 7.2, 7.3, 12.1, 12.2, 12.3, 12.4, 12.5)

4. Oral Skills (State Benchmarks 3.4)

5. Reading (State Benchmarks 1.3, 1.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7, 7.1)

STRAND 4: COMMUNICATION: STATE STANDARDS 1, 2, 3, 4, 6

1. Integration (State Benchmarks 1.1, 2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4)

2. Personal Response to Text (State Benchmarks 1.2, 1.5, 3.8)

3. Social Context of Language (State Benchmarks 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5)

4. Voice (State Benchmarks 6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 6.4)

Technology appears at every grade level in the inquiry section of the Skills and Processes strand. Technology also appears in the integration and personal response sections of the Communication strand. Within the Literature and Understanding strand technology can be used at any time, as well as within the Genre and Craft strand.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND CURRICULUM PROJECT
DOCUMENT OVERVIEW

CONTENT STRAND ORIGIN

The Barry, Branch, and Calhoun ISH curriculum follows the Michigan Curriculum Framework model of integrated reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing. The curriculum project grew out of a desire for more specific curriculum at each grade level. Because the state curriculum framework has twelve sections, which would make an enormous curriculum for thirteen grades, the Barry/Branch/Calhoun project collapsed those standards into four strands in order to have a more usable document. The four strands are Literature and Understanding, Genre and Craft, Skills and Processes, and Communication. Marquette Area Public Schools Literacy Committee has adopted this format and has made adaptations to fit our needs.

INTENTION

The work in this project was largely done by teachers. The focus of this document is on translating content standards into practice in the classroom.

STRAND DESCRIPTIONS

Sample:

	FIRST GRADE:       Genre and Craft

Content Standard: 8




	Benchmarks 
	performance indicators
	suggested resources and lessons


The content strands and the corresponding Benchmarks for each of these content strands are given for each grade. This document is arranged according to grade level, and each grade level contains sixteen benchmarks that have been combined from the original state documents for ease of use by school districts. Each benchmark number has the following code: Strand, grade, benchmark number. Therefore, LU.1.1 = Literature and Understanding Strand, grade 1, benchmark 1. In addition, specific State of Michigan benchmarks are listed under each heading.
A section entitled Performance Indicators follows the benchmark section. The topics listed specify significant parts of the content embedded within or suggested by the benchmarks. Following the Performance Indicators section are suggested resources and lessons for implementation of the content standards. Students are expected to be assessed. Assessments listed are suggestions. Ongoing observational checklists, where noted, are understood to be confidential – for teacher use only.
USE OF THE DOCUMENT

Administrators

Administrators who wish to understand more about essential components of English language arts can benefit from becoming familiar with this curriculum. This document could be given to new teachers in order to broaden their understanding of the content strands and how to address them. Administrators might also use this document for instructional dialogue with teachers.

Teachers

Teachers will have not only benchmarks and skills, but also suggested activities and assessments that will assist them in their planning.
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	                                            MAPS ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM    
FIFTH GRADE:              Literature, Depth of Understanding, Ideas in Action                   
  

Content Standards:      5, 9, 10

 

	       Standard 5: All students will read and analyze a wide variety of classic and contemporary literature and other texts to seek information, 

       ideas, enjoyment, and understanding of their individuality, our common heritage and common humanity, and the rich diversity in our society.

Standard 9: All students will demonstrate understanding of the complexity of enduring issues and recurring problems by making connections and generating themes within and across texts.
Standard 10: All students will apply knowledge, ideas, and issues drawn from texts to their lives and the lives of others.



	Benchmarks
	Performance Indicators                                                              Suggested Resources and lessons

	Culture and Community

LU.5.1 Investigate and analyze the attitudes, values, and beliefs of various cultures depicted in texts.                  State of Michigan Benchmarks 

5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 5.5, 9.2, 9.3

Universal Themes

LU.5.2 Form and support an opinion on universal themes in oral, written, and visual texts and then relate them to local community issues.

State of Michigan Benchmarks 

5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 9.1, 10.1, 10.2, 10.3

Quality Literature

LU.5.3  Select, read, listen to, view, and respond thoughtfully to classic, contemporary, and popular texts recognized for quality and literary merit

State of Michigan Benchmarks 

5.1

Various Perspectives

LU.5.4  Compare and contrast various perspectives in texts and relate them to personal experience.

State of Michigan Benchmarks 

5.3, 9.2, 9.3, 10.1

	Students will …

· Explain how choices and actions relate to cultural    expectations
· State how human rights are defined differently among cultures
· Define what it means to be a hero
· Discuss what obligations we have to be tolerant,       cooperative, and compassionate
· Compare and contrast cultures and ethnicities through literature

· Read text of literary merit

· Maintain  response journals throughout a novel/book study
· Performance assessments with rubrics, on demand assessment portfolios
· Portfolios
· Book reports

· Graphic organizers (Venn diagram, etc.)


	· See MAPS grade level reading lists
· Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell

· Whipping Boy by Sid Fleischman

· The Great Gilly Hopkins by Katherine Patterson

· In The Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson by Bette Bao Lord

· Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nimh by Robert C. O’Brien

· Pinballs by Betsy Byers

· Sing Down the Moon by Scott O’Dell

· Night of the Twister by Rickman

· Holes by Louis Sachar

· Homesick: My Own Story by Jean Fritz

· Song of Sampo Lake by William Durbin
· Homeless Bird by Gloria Whelan
Sample Activities

· Listen to stories, books and poems about people in other societies and cultures
· Create a collage, diorama, mobile, or triorama that illustrate the setting, theme or some other aspect of a story 

· Identify which characters they could see becoming good neighbors and tell why
· Participate in a class led novel study
· Participate in smaller literacy discussion groups
· Use role playing to express opinions and identify point of view

· Read and discuss text of literary merit

Use graphic organizers to identify reading strategies and writing


	FIFTH GRADE:        Genre and Craft

Content Standard:  8



	Benchmarks 
	Performance Indicators
	suggested resources and lessons

	Mechanics

GC.5.1 Identify and use organizational patterns, grammatical construction and usage, spelling, and documentation of resources with increasing complexity.

State of Michigan Benchmarks   8.1

	Organizational Patterns

Students will…

· Construct complete sentences of all types with modifiers and varied sentence structure
· Demonstrate knowledge and use of process writing

 Grammar/Usage
Students will demonstrate an understanding of…
· Demonstrate knowledge of appropriate punctuation 
· Understand usage of grammatical construction (subject-verb agreement, pronoun-antecedent agreement, pronoun use, verb tense)

· Use complete sentences of all four types with modifiers

· Demonstrate proper word choice

· Show knowledge of parts of speech
Documentation of Sources
Students will… 

· Write a two to three-page research project using at least four different types of resources and showing documentation
Spelling
Students will…
· Demonstrate an understanding of multi-syllable words, prefixes, suffixes, high frequency words, plurals, compound words, and homonyms


· Spelling tests
· Portfolios
· Performance assessments with rubrics
· Ongoing observational checklists
· Individualized developmental progress charts
· Writing folders
	· Compare two or more thematically related texts orally and/or in writing— working with oral, written, fictional, and informational texts
· Create a list of troublesome words mastered, e.g., to, two, to.
· Create and use a personal editing checklist

·  Construct short (1-2 paragraph) responses to questions about thematically related oral, written, fictional, and informational texts
· Write about a favorite topic
· Create a brochure for a favorite product or place
· Read a book and write a retelling
· Write in a learning log
· Work with a partner to create a report on a math, social studies, or science topic and document the sources
· Work with an editing partner
· Expand a personal list of words regularly spelled correctly when writing
· Use daily oral language and/or grammar lessons to support writing

	Narrative Genre and Craft

GC.5.2 Recognize, understand, and use various narrative genre and story elements used to convey ideas and perspectives.

State of Michigan Benchmarks 

8.2, 8.4
	Genre

Students will demonstrate an understanding of…

· Myths, grade-appropriate novels, poetry, adventure, mystery, fantasy, historical fiction, realistic fiction, science fiction, plays, student-generated narrative text

Characteristics and Elements
Students will demonstrate an understanding of ..
· Major/minor character development, dynamic character development, sequence, flashback, foreshadowing, point of view and differing perspectives, suspense, dialogue, setting, conflict development, theme, and plot
· Figurative language (similes, metaphors, idioms, personification & hyperboles) and simple examples of symbolism
· Comparison and contrast

· On-demand assessments
· Chapter and/or unit tests, quizzes

· Performance assessments with rubrics
· Reader’s journals
· Teacher observations
· Anecdotal records
	· Share reactions with peers as to how the book was written, in relation to characteristics and elements

· Practice writing in different genres, such as fables, legends, myths, and tall tales
· Change a point of view in a story by writing or acting it out
· Maintain learning logs or dialogue journals                      

	  Informational Genre and Craft

GC.5.3 Identify and use characteristics, patterns of organization, and comprehension strategies of various types of expository text.

State of Michigan Benchmarks 

8.3, 8.5
	Types

Students will utilize…
· Reference materials (encyclopedias, dictionaries, databases, videos, presentations, thesauruses, almanacs, atlases, periodicals, maps, graphs, textbooks, informational trade books, biographies, autobiographies, & student-generated text)
Characteristics and elements
Students will…
· Question and review technical vocabulary, graphs, charts, tables, boldface type, bullets, chapter headings, & text with limited dialogue
Patterns

Students will understand the use of…
· Description, collection, cause & effect, problem/solution, comparison

Strategies

Students will understand the use of…
· Retelling, activation of prior knowledge, substantive conversation, reading for a purpose, summary, use of organizational patterns, monitoring of thinking, writing

· Performance assessments with rubrics
· Teacher observations
· Anecdotal records
· Ongoing observational checklists
· Individualized developmental progress charts
· Reading logs
	· Discuss how they would organize an autobiography

·  Compare their organizational schemes to other biographies
· Track informational texts using graphic organizers




	FIFTH GRADE:        Skills and Processes

Content Standard:  1, 2, 3, 7, 11, 12



	Benchmarks 
	Performance Indicators
	Suggested resources and lessons

	Inquiry

SP.5.1 Define and investigate issues/topics using multiple resources to produce a multi-page report.

State of Michigan Benchmarks 

11.1, 11.2, 11.3, 11.4
	Students will…
· Question strategies (KWL, DRTA)

· Use graphic organizers (outlines, maps, webs, graphs, and charts)

· Demonstrate speaking skills (group discussion, oral response to text)

· Define cause and effect, prediction, conclusions

· Retell for understanding
· Use library and other reference materials such as dictionaries, encyclopedias, atlases, almanacs, CD ROM, Internet, card catalog

· Demonstrate research skills:  ways to locate a topic; index; table of contents; glossary; simple documentation of sources (author, title, publisher, date)


· Teacher observations
· Anecdotal records
· Performance assessments with rubrics
· On-demand assessments
	· Analyze/organize information for projects using graphic organizers such as outlines, maps, webs, graphs, and charts
· Use decision-making skills to identify and focus on a specific question
· Use community resources, both people and places
· Draw conclusions, predict outcomes, and identify causes and effects related to information gathered for a social studies or science project
· Format a report
· List resources used for a project
· Use audio/visual support
· United Streaming Video: Literacy and Learning: Social Studies Grade 5 (teacher guide included)


	Writing

SP.5.2 Demonstrate an understanding of the writing process as a tool to report, explain, entertain, reflect, invent, and inform as well as to speculate, plan, instruct, and argue.

State of Michigan Benchmarks 

2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 7.4
	Students will…
· Use prewriting strategies:  drawing, brainstorming, listing, charting, outlining, freewriting, discussing, and using graphic organizers

· Revise and edit
· Peer edit
· Utilize rough and final drafts

· Define clarity

· Recognize, an adequately developed central idea

· Demonstrate a sense of wholeness (beginning, middle, end)

· Demonstrate basic organization

· Demonstrate attention to voice through appropriate word choice and varied sentence structure
· Use the dictionary and thesaurus
· Use grammar, spelling, and punctuation consistent with their developmental level (See the mechanics section in the Genre and Craft strand.)

· Teacher observations
· Anecdotal records
· Ongoing observational checklists
· Individualized developmental progress charts
· Performance assessments with rubrics
· Portfolios
	· Use pre-writing strategies:  brainstorming, mapping, and pre-writing
· Write with an introduction, body, and conclusion
· Use a dictionary and a thesaurus to expand vocabulary
· Write varied entries in a journal
· Identify appealing strategies in an author’s work and apply those strategies to their own writing
· United Streaming Learning Tools: Writing Prompts

	Monitoring

SP.5.3 Monitor their progress while using a variety of strategies to overcome difficulties as they construct and convey meaning.  Apply new learning by forming questions and setting learning goals that will aid in self-monitoring and reflection on their developing literacy.  Develop and apply standards for the qualities of effective communication based on 

exemplary works as well as the student’s own oral, written, and visual texts.

State of Michigan Benchmarks 

7.2, 7.3, 12.1, 12.2, 12.3, 12.4, 12.5
	Students will…
· Demonstrate characteristics of good writing

· Utilize text strategies

· Develop listening skills (cooperative group work, receipt of oral feedback, listening for genre)

· Demonstrate speaking skills (cooperative group work)

· Use predicting and questioning strategies

· Use individual checklists as a  monitoring strategy

· Apply standards to personal work

· Demonstrate rubric use, reading records


· Self-evaluations and goal setting
· Portfolios
· Check lists
· Rubrics

	· Apply scoring rubrics to their writing and the writing of others
· Use a multitude of strategies when encountering unfamiliar text
· Receive feedback on the oral and written work they do
· Work with other students as they plan, draft, and revise their writing
· Use an individual progress checklist
· Make predictions and ask questions that lead to deeper understanding
· Question and review their own work (portfolios)
· Self-monitor using a rubric, creating a reading record, making appropriate reading choices, and watching the teacher modeling
· Listen to a variety of genres (audio/video) that provide good models of speech
· Share their reasons for what they prefer in reading, listening, and viewing with other students
· Brainstorm characteristics of good writing with others as they read student or professional work

	Oral Skills

SP.5.4 Develop, integrate, and analyze the impact of effective communication skills for multiple purposes and in varied contexts.

State of Michigan Benchmarks 

3.4
	Students will…
· Paraphrase information heard 

· Respond to questions about thematically related oral texts

· Demonstrate questioning skills

· Use oral stories, questions, discussions, instructions

· Share oral ideas (including personal experience, feelings, problems and solutions, opinions, and support for ideas) and descriptions

· Participate in large and small cooperative group work

· Use oral poetry, rhyme, rhythm, songs

· Recall details and sequence

· Practice strategies for engaging an audience

· Participate in comparison and decision making

· Demonstrate attentive listening

· Practice retelling
· Participate in dramatic presentations (read alouds, choral responses)


· Teacher observations
· Anecdotal records
· On-demand assessments
· Performance assessments with rubrics

	· Recall information from a talk, a presentation, or oral reading
· Listen to, discuss, and answer questions about thematically related oral texts
· Listen and respond to spoken instructions
· Ask appropriate questions
· Offer reasons for discussions/choices
· Read aloud, including original works
· Listen attentively
· Make decisions
· Use formal and informal language appropriate to purpose and setting
· Use speech in informal working contexts
· Paraphrase parts of stories
· Share experiences
· Use speech to explain

·  Discuss different possibilities
· Retell stories
· Use speech to provide and share information
· Create and perform a dramatic presentation
· Use choral responses to show appreciation for language (poetry and literature)
· Use language to collaboratively and cooperatively share knowledge and express opinions

	Reading

SP.5.5 Use a combination of strategies to construct meaning when encountering familiar and unfamiliar words and texts.

State of Michigan Benchmarks 

1.3, 1.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7, 7.1
	Word Recognition

Students will demonstrate understanding of…
· Meaning cues

· Structural cues

· Visual cues 

· Strategies for constructing meaning from words

Comprehension

Students will demonstrate understanding of…
· Summaries
· Use of prior knowledge

· Make personal connections
· Figurative language

Fluency

Students will demonstrate understanding of…
· Develop vocabulary
· Read with expression using proper punctuation


· Ongoing observational checklists
· Running records
· Individualized developmental progress charts
· Teacher observations
· Anecdotal records
· On-demand assessments
· Reader’s journals
	· Use a dictionary and a thesaurus to help construct meaning
· Predict before reading
· Summarize what was read
· Understand figurative language
· Retell, paraphrase

· Use pre-reading strategies such e.g., reading titles, headings, picture captions, bold face print and skimming

· Play charades to build vocabulary

· Design their own vocabulary crossword puzzles

· Illustrate how to show comprehension


	FIFTH GRADE:        Communication

Content Standard:  1, 2, 3, 4, 6



	Benchmarks 
	Performance indicators
	Suggested resources and lessons

	Integration

C.5.1 Develop the various skills needed for listening, speaking, viewing, reading, and writing in varied contexts.

State of Michigan Benchmarks 

1.1, 2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4
	Students will…
· Integrate communication skills to develop an effective product in response to a learning experience


· Rubrics
· Portfolios
· Ongoing observational checklists
· Individualized developmental progress charts
· Performance based assessments
	· Write business letters, create oral presentations, and develop multimedia presentations in response to experiences from other curricular areas
· Select appropriate information from the Internet for projects, reports, etc.

· Create brochures, presentations, radio announcements, TV commercials, etc., for places of community interest
· Promote interest in a novel in ways such as dressing up and playing a character, writing and performing reader’s theater, creating mock interviews of an author, etc.

· Create a power point presentation

	Personal Response to Text

C.5.2 Respond to the ideas and feelings generated within and across two or more oral, visual, written and electronic texts, and compare their responses to those of their peers.

State of Michigan Benchmarks 

1.2, 1.5, 3.8
	Students will…
· Demonstrate monitoring of thinking while reading and responding to a text

· Respond within and across texts

· Formulate ideas and opinions

· Demonstrate organization and clear statement of thoughts

· Practice oral and written response to a variety of texts, e.g., to mysteries, adventure, realistic fiction, poetry, video, historical fiction, novels, presentations, and student-generated narrative

· Utilize substantive conversation about a text

· Classify personal responses to texts, e.g., facts/opinions, agreement/disagreement, fantasy/reality, etc. 


· Rubrics
· Anecdotal records
· Portfolios
· Ongoing observational checklists
· Individualized developmental progress charts
	· Free write or brainstorm, map ideas, and draft a response to two or more thematically related texts
· Keep an interactive response journal (Students write responses and then trade journals and respond to each other)

· Participate in substantive discussions about thematically related texts, connecting them to real life
     For more activities at this level, see the narrative and informational text sections of the Genre and Craft strand

	Social Context of Language

C.5.3 Describe how language patterns vary depending upon time, place, and situation.

State of Michigan Benchmarks 

4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5
	Students will…
· Demonstrate an awareness of words that have  entered the English language from many cultures

· Teacher observations
· Reading logs

	· Read age-appropriate literature from different cultures, time periods, and regions of the U.S.

· Work with tapes and videos containing different dialects
· Read different genres (fairy tales, poetry, historical text, informational text)
· Explore language patterns of occupations, sports, hobbies, and music

	Voice

C.5.4 Recognize the importance of developing a unique voice when communicating.

State of Michigan Benchmarks 

6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 6.4
	Students will…
· Use a voice appropriate for the context of the communication


· Teacher observations
· Portfolios
	· Follow the writing process

· Write friendly letters, formal correspondence, thank-you notes, poetry, stories, and journals
· Participate in conversations, oral presentations, book talks, sharing of personal experience, and expression of opinion
· View portfolio displays and examine voice in the work of others
· Read examples of literature and written expression that contain strong voice



ASSESSMENT





Standard 8: All students will explore and use the characteristics of different types of text, aesthetic elements, and mechanics – including text structure, figurative and descriptive language, spelling, punctuation, and grammar – to construct and convey meaning.
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Standard 1:  All students will read and comprehend general and technical material.


Standard 2:  All students will demonstrate the ability to write clear and grammatically correct sentences, paragraphs, and compositions.


Standard 3:  All students will focus on meaning and communication as they listen, speak, view, read, and write in personal, social, occupational, and civic contexts.


Standard 4:  All students will use the English language effectively.


Standard 6:  All students will learn to communicate information accurately and effectively and demonstrate their expressive


abilities by creating oral, written, and visual texts that enlighten and engage an audience.








Standard 1:  All students will read and comprehend general and technical material.


Standard 2:  All students will demonstrate the ability to write clear and grammatically correct sentences, paragraphs, and compositions.


Standard 3:  All students will focus on meaning and communication as they listen, speak, view, read, and write in personal, social, occupational, and civic contexts.


Standard 7:  All students will demonstrate, analyze, and reflect, upon the skills and processes used to communicate through  listening, speaking, viewing, reading, and writing.


Standard 11: All students will define and investigate important issues and problems using a variety of resources, including technology, to explore and create texts.


Standard 12: All students will develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria for the employment, appreciation, and evaluation of their own and others’ oral, written, and visual texts.








Standard 8: All students will explore and use the characteristics of different types of text, aesthetic elements, and mechanics – including text structure, figurative and descriptive language, spelling, punctuation, and grammar – to construct and convey meaning..
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