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Adapted from: 

BARRY, BRANCH, AND CALHOUN INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICTS

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM

COVERAGE OF THE MICHIGAN ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK
STRAND 1: LITERATURE AND UNDERSTANDING: STATE STANDARDS 5,9,10

1. Culture and Community (State Benchmarks 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 5.5, 9.2, 9.3)

2. Universal Themes (State Benchmarks 5.2 5.3, 5.4, 9.1, 10.1, 10.2, 10.3)

3. Quality Literature (State Benchmarks 5.1)

4. Various Perspectives (State Benchmarks 5.3, 9.2, 9.3, 10.1)

STRAND 2: GENRE AND CRAFT: STATE STANDARD 8

1. Mechanics (State Benchmarks 8.1)

2. Narrative Genre and Craft (State Benchmarks 8.2, 8.4)

3. Informational Genre and Craft (State Benchmarks 8.3, 8.5)

STRAND 3: SKILLS AND PROCESSES: STATE STANDARDS 1, 2, 3, 7, 11, 12)

1. Inquiry (State Benchmarks 11.1, 11.2, 11.3, 11.4)

2. Writing (State Benchmarks 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 7.4)

3. Monitoring (State Benchmarks 7.2, 7.3, 12.1, 12.2, 12.3, 12.4, 12.5)

4. Oral Skills (State Benchmarks 3.4)

5. Reading (State Benchmarks 1.3, 1.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7, 7.1)

STRAND 4: COMMUNICATION: STATE STANDARDS 1, 2, 3, 4, 6

1. Integration (State Benchmarks 1.1, 2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4)

2. Personal Response to Text (State Benchmarks 1.2, 1.5, 3.8)

3. Social Context of Language (State Benchmarks 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5)

4. Voice (State Benchmarks 6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 6.4)

Technology appears at every grade level in the inquiry section of the Skills and Processes strand. Technology also appears in the integration and personal response sections of the Communication strand. Within the Literature and Understanding strand technology can be used at any time, as well as within the Genre and Craft strand.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND CURRICULUM PROJECT
DOCUMENT OVERVIEW

CONTENT STRAND ORIGIN

The Barry, Branch, and Calhoun ISH curriculum follows the Michigan Curriculum Framework model of integrated reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing. The curriculum project grew out of a desire for more specific curriculum at each grade level. Because the state curriculum framework has twelve sections, which would make an enormous curriculum for thirteen grades, the Barry/Branch/Calhoun project collapsed those standards into four strands in order to have a more usable document. The four strands are Literature and Understanding, Genre and Craft, Skills and Processes, and Communication. Marquette Area Public Schools Literacy Committee has adopted this format and has made adaptations to fit our needs.

INTENTION

The work in this project was largely done by teachers. The focus of this document is on translating content standards into practice in the classroom.

STRAND DESCRIPTIONS

Sample:

	FIRST GRADE:       Genre and Craft

Content Standard: 8




	Benchmarks 
	performance indicators
	suggested resources and lessons


The content strands and the corresponding Benchmarks for each of these content strands are given for each grade. This document is arranged according to grade level, and each grade level contains sixteen benchmarks that have been combined from the original state documents for ease of use by school districts. Each benchmark number has the following code: Strand, grade, benchmark number. Therefore, LU.1.1 = Literature and Understanding Strand, grade 1, benchmark 1. In addition, specific State of Michigan benchmarks are listed under each heading.
A section entitled Performance Indicators follows the benchmark section. The topics listed specify significant parts of the content embedded within or suggested by the benchmarks. Following the Performance Indicators section are suggested resources and lessons for implementation of the content standards. Students are expected to be assessed. Assessments listed are suggestions. Ongoing observational checklists, where noted, are understood to be confidential – for teacher use only.
USE OF THE DOCUMENT

Administrators

Administrators who wish to understand more about essential components of English language arts can benefit from becoming familiar with this curriculum. This document could be given to new teachers in order to broaden their understanding of the content strands and how to address them. Administrators might also use this document for instructional dialogue with teachers.

Teachers

Teachers will have not only benchmarks and skills, but also suggested activities and assessments that will assist them in their planning.
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	MAPS ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM
KINDERGARTEN:      Literature, Depth of Understanding, Ideas in Action
CONTENT STANDARDS:   5, 9, 10


	Standard 5: All students will read and analyze a wide variety of classic and contemporary literature and other texts to seek information, ideas,           enjoyment, and understanding of their individuality, our common heritage and common humanity, and the rich diversity in our society.

Standard 9: All students will demonstrate understanding of the complexity of enduring issues and recurring problems by making connections and generating themes within and across texts.

  Standard 10: All students will apply knowledge, ideas, and issues drawn from texts to their lives and the lives of others.

	Benchmarks 
	Performance indicators                                                        Suggested Resources and lessons

	Culture and Community

LU.K.1 Explore the characteristics of texts as they discover cultures, attitudes, and community similarities and differences.

State of Michigan Benchmarks

5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 5.5, 9.2, 9.3
Universal Themes

LU.K.2 Explore universal themes and concepts from a variety of texts.
State of Michigan Benchmarks

5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 9.1, 10.1, 10.2, 10.3
Quality Literature

LU.K.3 Explore ideas and issues drawn from texts and relate them to personal experience.

State of Michigan Benchmarks

5.1


Various Perspectives

LU.K.4 Explore perspectives in classic, contemporary, and popular texts.                      State of Michigan Benchmarks

5.3, 9.2, 9.3, 10.1

	students will…

· Recognize what a friend is and the importance    of developing friendships 

· Understand their feelings and the choices they make
· Take responsibility for their role in the classroom and cooperative groups
· Follow rules and  understand their importance

· Show respect to self and others
· Compare/contrast human and cultural similarities and differences  
· Demonstrate an understanding of story plot and character as story elements  
· Discuss key ideas , concepts,  and perspectives found in texts

· Draw conclusions based on their understanding of differing views presented in text  
· Understand roles in the classroom/cooperative groups
· Develop an awareness of cultural diversity
· Select, listen and respond thoughtfully to quality literature
· Choose a focus question and have the students 
      draw a picture and tell about the picture
· Teacher  observations
· Student portfolios

· Anecdotal notes

· Cooperative groups


	· See MAPS grade level reading lists
· I Like Me by Nancy L. Carlson 

· We are All Alike We are All Different  
· Elmer by David McKee

· Brown Bear, Brown Bear by Bill Martin, Jr.

· Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister

· The Colors of Us by Karen Katz

· Martin’s Big Words by Doreen    

    Rappaport               
· When Sophie Gets Angry by Molly 
     Bang

· Dr. Seuss books 

· Weekly Reader 

· Time for Kids

· Scholastic for Kids

· Wright Group books

· Rigby books 

· Create a classroom book We Like Us modeled after the book I Like Me
· Take field trips
· Participate in a Child of  the Day (or featured student) program 

· Provide a quality classroom library.

· Make self-portraits

· Make class books (i.e. “Kindergartner,  Kindergartner What Do you See?”)

· Invite guest speakers and presenters

· Utilize a dramatic play center
· Chart story elements
· Utilize a reader’s theater (students take roles)

· Utilize patterned texts
· Study holidays/events around the world
· Study Black History Month, Native American experience, etc.

· Create graphs using human attributes, opinions, attitudes



	KINDERGARTEN:          Genre and Craft

CONTENT STANDARD: 8




	Benchmarks
	Performance Indicators
	Suggested Resources and lessons

	Mechanics

GC.K.1 Identify and use mechanics that enhance and clarify understanding.

State of Michigan Benchmarks

8.1

	Organizational Patterns

Students will …

· Understand complete sentences in speech

· Use symbols consistent with their developmental level leading to legible  manuscript writing
Grammar/Usage

Students will …

· Begin to use capitalization (first and last names and sentence beginnings)
· Begin to use punctuation (basic familiarity with period, question mark, exclamation point)
· Begin to use simple nominative pronouns [I, you, he, she, it, we, you, they] and objective pronouns [me, you, him, her, it, us, you, them] in speech)

Documentation of Sources

Students will …

· Develop awareness of the library as a resource for information

Spelling

Students will …

· Use written symbols consistent with their  developmental level ( high-frequency words)


· Teacher observations
· Student portfolios
· Teacher prepared checklists
	· Participate in show and tell
· Draw and write about a favorite topic
· Write/draw in a daily journal
· Visit the library to select a book
· Participate in Daily News
· Participate in sharing circles
· Utilize alphabet books
· Participate in guided reading (with big books or pattern books)
· Write/draw in a topic journal

	Narrative Genre and Craft

GC.K.2 Identify, explore and use aspects of the craft of the speaker, writer, and illustrator at the emergent level to formulate and express their ideas.

State of Michigan Benchmarks

8.2, 8.4

	Genre

Students will explore different…

· Stories (fairy tales); trade books; student-generated narrative texts (journals, experience stories)

· Poems (nursery rhymes)

· Plays (finger plays)
Characteristics and Elements

Students will identify…

· Rhythm, rhyme, repetition, pattern

· Text predictions, story, patterned text elements, sequence

· Descriptive vocabulary

· Teacher observations
· Anecdotal records
· Samples in academic portfolios
	Suggested …
· Eric Carle books 

· Brown Bear, Brown Bear by Bill Martin, Jr.

· Polar Bear, Polar Bear by Bill Martin, Jr.

· Dr. Seuss books

· Mother Goose nursery rhyme books

· Alphabet books

Sample Activities

· Create puppet/finger plays
· Do an oral presentation with nursery rhymes
· Listen to more than one version of a story and talk about similarities and differences (discuss, draw a diagram)
· Listen to and recite poems, talking about which poems they like and what they notice about the poems
· Use a listening center
· Sing songs
· Participate in movement activities
· Retell/illustrate a story
· Rewrite the ending to a familiar text
· Create class books (Big books, etc.)
· Readers’ Theater
· Dramatic Play Center


ramatic Play Centeries tell.ic.ts (skits, student generated books, posters, songs, diarama.ked them to contact d

	 11:00 a.m.) t

	· Listen to the reading of a picture book. Then listen to the reading of a piece of nonfiction on the same topic, e.g., penguins, dogs. Identify what things they learned from each. Discuss in the whole group the differences in organization noticed in the two books

· Retell the story from a picture book read aloud. Retell the information from a nonfiction book. Talk about which was easier to do
· Listen to the teacher doing a think aloud about how he or she approaches a book
· Show the teacher that they know how to hold a book and know which side of a book to read first
· Point out the title and author of a book. Tell what can be discovered from this information
	

	KINDERGARTEN:             Skills and Processes

CONTENT STANDARDS:  1, 2, 3, 7, 11, 12




	Benchmarks 
	performance indicators 
	Suggested Resources and lessons

	Inquiry

SP.K.1 Generate questions and discussion about topics of interest to them. Use resources for further exploration such as field trips, read-aloud books, and members of the community.  Organize information and draw conclusions orally.

State of Michigan Benchmarks

11.1, 11.2, 11.3, 11.4
	Students will …

· Use questioning strategies (KWL)

· Use speaking skills (group discussion, oral response to text)

· Use oral retelling

· Begin to draw conclusions

· Identify and use appropriate resources

· Interpret information

· Make predictions

· Teacher observations
· Anecdotal records
	Examples include songs and personal stories.

· Participate in group discussions
· Utilize resources such as guest speakers & field trips

· Respond to books and videos orally
· Practice asking and answering relevant questions on shared topics. (The teacher models questions, answers, and appropriate behaviors.)

· Retell information orally
· Predict outcomes using various techniques including verbal cues, picture cues, and prior knowledge
· Observe the teacher using thinking strategies using big books
· Use a strategy such as KWL to organize information and pose questions

	Writing

SP.K.2 Begin to use strategies for planning and drafting a variety of text forms.

State of Michigan Benchmarks

2.3, 2.4, 7.4
	Students will …

· Begin to understand grammar, spelling, and punctuation consistent with their developmental level (see the Mechanics section of the Genre and Craft strand.)

· Begin to understand basic prewriting strategies:  drawing, brainstorming, freewriting, and using simple graphic organizers


· Teacher observations
· Anecdotal records
· Ongoing observational checklist
· Individualized developmental progress chart

· Student portfolios
	· Use such initial writing strategies as scribbling, pictures, letter formation, and inventive words to create letters and journals
· Work with the whole group, led by the teacher, to develop graphic organizers (i.e. Venn diagrams, webs, etc.)

· Brainstorm and freewrite
· Journal activities

	Monitoring

SP.K.3 Monitor their language learning through discussions and drawing in order to make appropriate choices in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing activities.

State of Michigan Benchmarks

7.2, 7.3, 12.1, 12.2, 12.3, 12.4, 12.5
	Students will identify or utilize…

· Listening skills (sitting quietly, focusing on the speaker)

· Speaking skills (good speaking voice, clear statement of ideas, complete sentences, discussing in groups)

· Retelling

· Appropriate illustrations

· Journal writing
· Portfolios (or work samples)


· Self-evaluation and goal setting
· Student portfolios
· Check lists
· Rubrics
	· Listen and retell stories in appropriate discussions of the material read
· Demonstrate learning in other disciplines (e.g., science) by using illustrations, writing journals, portfolios, student led conferences, self evaluation
· Listen to stories, speakers, plays, and programs using appropriate listening skills
· Participate in discussions of material viewed, including expression of opinion
· Uses appropriate conversational speech (i.e. waits turn, eye contact, etc.)

	Oral Skills

SP.K.4 Students will use effective listening and speaking behaviors to enhance communication and meaning.

State of Michigan Benchmarks

3.4
	Students will utilize…

· Questioning skills

· Oral stories, questions, discussions

· Share ideas orally (including personal  experiences and feelings) 

· Large and small cooperative group work

· Oral poetry, rhyme, rhythm, songs


· Teacher observations
· Anecdotal records
	· Listen to, discuss, retell, and answer questions about oral texts
· Describe objects
· Listen to and repeat imaginative stories, poetry, rhyme, rhythm, and songs
· Share personal experiences (show and tell)
· Communicate feelings
· Share ideas with peers by participating in small and large group discussions
· Listen to, discuss, retell, and ask and answer questions about oral texts
· Participate in large and small cooperative group work


	Reading

SP.K.5 Use a variety of strategies to construct meaning within a variety of texts.

State of Michigan Benchmarks

1.3, 1.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7, 7.1
	Word Recognition

Students will use strategies to begin to understand.…

· Meaning cues

· Structural cues

· Visual cues

· Alphabet, letter recognition, sounds

· Phonics, structural analysis

· Reading and listening vocabulary

· Name recognition

Comprehension

Students will begin to understand…
· Pre-reading skills
· Creating mental pictures

· Author/illustrator choices to convey meaning

· Story elements

· Retelling

· Book parts (cover, title page, etc.)


· Ongoing observational checklists

· Portfolios

· Running records

· Individualized developmental progress charts

· Teacher observations

	Sample Materials

· Emergent readers
· Leveled books

Sample Activities

· Look at a picture book and construct meaning 
· Sit and listen to a story, deriving meaning from the story
· Journals (daily, response)

· Student-generated text

· Daily News

· Recorded language samples

· Reading experience others



	KINDERGARTEN:             Communication

CONTENT STANDARDS: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6




	Benchmarks 
	performance indicators
	Suggested Resources and lessons

	Integration

C.K.1 Explore reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing to create projects or products.

State of Michigan Benchmarks

1.1, 2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4
	Students will begin to  understand…
· Sharing ideas

· Reading for multiple purposes

· Writing for multiple purposes

· Responding in different ways
· The writing process
· Integrating language arts for multiple purposes

· Ongoing observational checklists
· Running records

· Individualized developmental progress charts
	· Show and tell, read aloud, and class discussions

· Create journals
· Watch a video from another curricular area, discuss it afterward, and draw pictures
· Thank you notes
· Birthday books

· Class books

	Personal Response to Text

C.K.2 Respond to oral, visual, written, and electronic texts. Share ideas and feelings generated with peers.

State of Michigan Benchmarks

1.2, 1.5, 3.8
	Students will…

· Formulate opinions about a story or informational text

· Respond to character and setting using comparison, contrast, and prediction

· Listen during sharing/discussion times

· Share at appropriate times and in suitable volume

· Anecdotal records

· Ongoing observational checklists
· Individualized developmental progress charts
	· Share opinions and insights about a character in a small group or by using puppets
· Use like vs. dislike to express opinions about a text

· Predict what might come next in a story or informational text
· Compare a character to a real-life person or a setting to a real-life place
    (For more activities at this level, see the narrative and informational text sections of the Genre and Craft strand)

	Social Context of Language

C.K.3 Explore and discuss differences in language patterns used in spoken, written, and visual communication.

State of Michigan Benchmarks

4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5
	Students will …

· Recognize differences in language patterns in varied contexts
· Demonstrate an awareness of words in the English language from other languages and cultures

· Teacher observations
· Reading logs


	· Participate in show and tell
· Examine language patterns in read alouds
· Explore the differences in language patterns in 

audio and videotapes and musical tapes

finger plays, flannel board presentations, and puppets
· poems and stories
· conversational language

· school language vs. home environmental language

 

	Voice

C.K.4 Explore works of different authors, speakers, and illustrators in order to recognize different voices.

State of Michigan Benchmarks

6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 6.4
	Students will explore…

· Differences in voices in speaking & writing
· A sense of personal voice

Teacher observations
Portfolios

Literacy interviews
	· Listen as the teacher models reading from various texts that demonstrate the use of different voices

· Participate in teacher-guided discussions of how authors, speakers, and illustrators present ideas to evoke different responses
· Participate in Young Authors conference

· Participate in cross-age writing, reading

· Attend school assemblies featuring visiting authors, illustrators, speakers

· Author studies



Standard 8: All students will explore and use the characteristics of different types of text, aesthetic elements, and mechanics including text structure, figurative and descriptive language, spelling, punctuation, and grammar – to construct and convey        meaning.
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Standard 1:  All students will read and comprehend general and technical material.


Standard 2:  All students will demonstrate the ability to write clear and grammatically correct sentences, paragraphs, and compositions.


Standard 3:  All students will focus on meaning and communication as they listen, speak, view, read, and write in personal, social, occupational, and civic contexts.


Standard 7:  All students will demonstrate, analyze, and reflect, upon the skills and processes used to communicate through  listening, speaking, viewing, reading, and writing.


Standard 11: All students will define and investigate important issues and problems using a variety of resources, including technology, to explore and create texts.


Standard 12: All students will develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria for the employment, appreciation, and evaluation of their own and others’ oral, written, and visual texts.
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Standard 1:  All students will read and comprehend general and technical material.


Standard 2:  All students will demonstrate the ability to write clear and grammatically correct sentences, paragraphs, and compositions.


Standard 3:  All students will focus on meaning and communication as they listen, speak, view, read, and write in personal, social, occupational, and civic contexts.


Standard 4:  All students will use the English language effectively.


Standard 6:  All students will learn to communicate information accurately and effectively and demonstrate their expressive


abilities by creating oral, written, and visual texts that enlighten and engage an audience.
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Standard 8: All students will explore and use the characteristics of different types of text, aesthetic elements, and mechanics – including text structure, figurative and descriptive language, spelling, punctuation, and grammar – to construct and convey meaning..
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