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	Concepts/Themes

Tolerance, respect, responsibility, compassion, coming of age, overcoming obstacles, heritage, prejudice
Focus Questions

· What are the cost/benefits of tolerance/intolerance?

· How can  respect, responsibility, and compassion affect tolerance?

· How are coming of age and heritage related?
· What is the difference between teasing and harassment? 

· What are the characteristics of a person that move you from tolerating to trusting him/her?

· How does your heritage affect  your prejudices?

· What obstacles prevent you from changing?  What might cause you to change?

	Benchmarks (Students will . . . )
	Sample Activities/Materials/Resources

	Culture and Community

LU.9.1 Apply to their own lives understandings gained from comparing their own culture and common heritage to other cultures and communities within a single text.

Universal Themes

LU.9.2 Investigate and reflect on universal themes, problems, and issues and recognize commonalties in different texts and situations.

Quality Literature

LU.9.3 Respond critically to classic, contemporary, and popular print and non-print texts by carefully recognizing features that contribute to their quality and merit.

Various Perspectives

LU.9.4 Interpret and summarize themes and differing perspectives from a text to form and support a thesis.
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	Sample Materials

Classic

· Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

· Great Expectations by Charles Dickens

· The Lady, or the Tiger?  by Frank R. Stockton

· The Gift of the Magi  by O. Henry

· The Necklace  by Guy de Maupassant

· The Odyssey by Homer

Contemporary

· The Miracle Worker by William Gibson

· When the Legends Die  by Hal Boreland

· All But My Life by Gerda Weissman Klein

· Split Cherry Tree by Jesse Stuart

· The Most Dangerous Game  by Richard Connell

· Rules of the Game  by Amy Tam

· All the Years of Her Life  by Morley Callaghan

·  Blues Ain’t No Mockin Bird  by Toni Bambara

· Autumn Gardening  by Siu Wai Anderson

· The Man to Send Rain Clouds  by Leslie Marmon

· The Scarlet Ibis  by James Hurst

· From A Lincoln Preface  by Carl Sandburg

· Across the Big Water  by John Neihardt

· From Kon-Tiki  by Thor Heyerdahl

· Nameless, Tennessee from Blue Highways   by William Least Heat

· A Celebration of Grandfathers  by Rudolfo A. Anaya

· The Loch Ness Monster  by John Mc Phee

· I Have a Dream  by Martin Luther King

· Single Room, Earth View,  by Sally Ride

· The Spreading You Know  by James Thurber

· Butch Cassidy from in Patagonia  by Bruce Chatwin

· Various poetry selections

Popular

Tex  by S.E. Hinton
The Pigman  by Paul Zindel
Various poetry selections

Non-Print

· Jakob the Liar  VHS
· Gerda Weissman Klein   HBO Ducumentary
· Renaissance Man  VHS
· Martin Luther King  VHS
· Romeo and Juliet  VHS
· Great Expectations  VHS
Sample Activities

· Rewrite Romeo and Juliet from a modern perspective, e.g., poem, skit, journal entry, song, monologue, letter, or advice column.

· Tell what skills they would need to be successful if they were transposed to a different period of time  or if they became a character (or vice versa).

· Take any scene from literature and determine how the main character would fit in the school and/or community, e.g., Helen Keller, Romeo, Juliet, Pip, or Tex.

· Do a time travel assignment connecting themselves to the culture conveyed in the text; how would they respond or react if they were in the story?

· Role play and respond. Pick a character at random from the hat and give a three-minute response to that characterization, such as Dr. Kevorkian showing his reaction to attitudes toward death in other cultures.

· Discuss the universal themes of  overcoming obstacles, responsibility, and tolerance. Determine how these themes relate to their understanding of perspective.  

· Develop newspaper articles depicting a chain of events.

· Develop a newscast reporting a sequence of events.

· Write a literary review analyzing the quality and merit of a work of literature. Use another medium to explore poor quality and merit. Attempt to make connections. 

· Discuss how people who defy obstacles continue to grow. Parallel this to authority figures (parents, teachers, principal, police). Discuss how the rules imposed by authority figures cause a character to respond. Relate this to personal experiences, e.g., curfews, make-up, dating, school rules, or piercing.

· Develop a biographical speech in conjunction with nonfiction unit.
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	Benchmarks (Students will . . . )
	Learning Focus
	Sample Activities/Materials/Resources

	Mechanics

GC.9.1 Identify and utilize organizational and mechanical aspects of writing.


	Grammar/Usage

· Effective capitalization through use of a combination of resources 
· Effective punctuation, e.g., end marks and commas, through use of a combination of resources 
· Effective grammar (pronouns, modifiers) through use of a combination of resources 

Documentation of Sources

· Documentation process on all citations (MLA, APA)
Spelling

· Correct spelling of high-frequency words in edited text

· Use of a combination of spelling strategies (spell check, dictionary, etc.)

Assessment

On-demand assessment, portfolio, and performance assessment with rubric
	· Compare three or more thematically related texts orally and/or in writing— working with oral, written, fictional, and informational texts. 

· Create and use a personal editing checklist.

· Construct short (1-2 paragraph) responses to questions about thematically related oral, written, fictional, and informational texts.
· Write about a favorite topic.

· Create a multimedia presentation relating two or more thematically related texts, including informational text, to real life.

· Use  mugshots 

· Research to answer a question of personal significance and create a presentation explaining the results.

· Work with an editing partner.

· Expand a personal list of words regularly spelled correctly when writing.

· Create a list of troublesome words mastered e.g., a lot.
· Use a handbook to check conventions when writing.

· Create a flier or pamphlet explaining a concept or topic.

	Narrative Genre and Craft 

GC.9.2 Analyze complex elements of narrative technique to formulate perspectives on single texts and express their ideas creatively.
	Genre

· Short story, novel, drama, student-generated narrative text, nonfiction
Characteristics and Elements

· Literary devices (symbolism, irony)

· Sound devices (alliteration, onomatopoeia); imagery (hyperbole, simile, metaphor)

· Story elements (theme, setting, conflict, point of view, moral)

Assessment

On-demand assessment, performance assessment with rubric
	· After reading several epic narratives, write one in a small group, noting which story elements seem most important.
· Collect and bring to class several ads from newspapers or magazines and discuss sound devices and imagery they find in the ads.
· Read several short stories. Then discuss in small groups which story elements seemed most important in each story.


	Informational Genre and Craft

GC.9.3 Demonstrate an understanding of the types, characteristics, and organizational patterns utilized to convey and construct meaning in expository materials.
	Types

· Reference books, e.g., dictionaries, etymologies, encyclopedias, biographies, Internet; textbooks; manuals; directions; forms;  print media (newspapers, magazines); non-print media, e.g., documentaries, educational videos; student-generated text

Characteristics

· Order of presentation, outlining, cue words, transitions, abstraction, technical vocabulary, accuracy, reliability of sources, scholarly (impersonal) style, objectivity, technical diction, charts, graphs
Patterns

· Description, collection, causation, problem/solution, comparison, persuasion, response

Strategies

· Activation of prior knowledge, substantive conversation, reading for a purpose, higher-order thinking, connections to the world beyond the classroom, metacognition, Socratic seminars, cooperative learning, writing

Assessment 

Performance assessment with rubric, on-demand assessment
	· Looking at a pile of similar shoes in the front of the room, without identifying which shoe they are describing, and without using brand names, write a descriptive piece about the shoe. Read descriptions and try to identify the shoe based on the description.

· Watch a news show, noting the sources of the news. In small groups, discuss which sources seem most reliable and why.

· In small groups, read a piece of informational text together. Then write the outline they think the author used and identify the transitions the author uses.

· After reading a novel, create a resume for a main character pointing out strengths that would qualify him or her for the job.

· Select two informational books on the same topic from the library. Skim both books, noting what helps the reader to stay interested, what makes the text easy to understand, etc. Make a presentation to a small group persuading them of the merits of one of the books.

	NINTH GRADE:  Skills and Processes

	Benchmarks (Students will . . . )
	Learning Focus
	Sample Activities/Materials/Resources

	Inquiry

SP.9.1 Create a workable thesis/hypothesis on an issue that is important by using personal experience to support opinions.


	· Questioning strategies (KWL, DRTA)

· Graphic organizers (outlines, maps, webs, graphs, and charts)

· Cause and effect, prediction, drawing conclusions

· Uses of library and other reference material such as dictionary, encyclopedia, atlas, almanac, CD ROM, Internet, card catalog (electronic), and multimedia sources

· Research skills:  locating a topic, interviewing, understanding evidence and relevance, generalizing, paraphrasing, synthesizing, taking notes; outlining, narrowing a topic to a single focus (thesis), developing a bibliography

Assessment

Performance assessment with rubric, on-demand assessment
	· Gather information on a topic of interest to the student concerning the school or community. Develop a written product and present this to a group such as a school board, class, etc.



	Writing

SP.9.2 Broaden their understanding of the writing process as they produce a variety of genres demonstrating the connection between form and meaning.
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	· Grammar, spelling, and punctuation consistent with their developmental level (See the mechanics section of the Genre and Craft strand.)
· Writing process:  prewrite (draw, brainstorm, list, chart, outline, freewrite, discuss, and use graphic organizers); draft; revise; edit; and publish

· Variation in form:  short story, poetry, essays, research paper, reaction paper, and persuasive essay

· Graphic organizers
· Definite point of view
· Clarity
· Clear and focused central idea developed with creative, insightful detail
· Natural flow and sense of wholeness
· Organization that helps the reader move easily through the text
· Apparent voice demonstrated through rich and precise word choice and effective use of varied sentence structure

Assessment

Performance assessment with rubric; on demand assessment; portfolio
	· Summarize information.

· Write short stories, poems, essays, research paper, reaction papers, and persuasive essays. 

· Compare the development of voice in texts of varying quality.

· Write a newspaper story in relation to literature

· Create an integrated theme with a poetry  paper.

· Write a scene or position paper from two different points of view.

	Monitoring

SP.9.3 Engage in goal setting for individual achievement, monitor and improve their progress in attaining these goals, and reflect upon these same standards for a variety of written, visual, and oral materials. 
	· Speaking skills (cooperative group work)

· Evaluation skills (application of standards to writing)
· Goal setting

· Use of individual checklists

· Journal writing (development of writing ideas, clarification of personal perspective)

· Reading journal

· Reflection

· Rubric creation and use

Assessment

Self-evaluation and goal setting, e.g., portfolios, check lists and rubrics; others as developmentally appropriate
	· Develop and apply evaluation standards to various media.

· Apply scoring rubrics to their writing and the writing of others.
· Create a rubric for holistic writing.

· Create a rubric for oral presentations.

· Complete individual checklists frequently.

· Maintain and periodically monitor journals in order to develop writing ideas and clarify personal perspective for a variety of subjects.

· Share their writing in groups.

· Maintain a reading journal and reflect on cognitive skills used in personal reading selections. 

	Oral Skills

SP.9.4 Apply and reiterate oral communication skills within a complex situation.
	· Recalling information heard 

· Responding to questions about thematically related oral texts
· Oral directions

· Speeches

· Response to literature

· Questioning skills

· Reports and recitation

· Presentations

Assessment

On-demand assessment, performance assessment with rubric
	· Recall information from a talk, a presentation, or oral reading.

· Listen to, discuss, and answer questions about thematically related oral texts.
· Give and follow directions.

· Give introduction, biography, and oral interpretaion speeches.

· Respond to literature.

· Read orally.

· Question, report, and recite.

· Present memorized monologues.

· Participate in dramatic presentations, including reader’s theater.

	Reading

SP.9.5 Construct meaning using multiple strategies applied to increasingly complex texts.


	· Prediction

· Comparison of literary elements

· Bias and propaganda

· Fact vs. opinion

· Graphic organizers
· Research skills

· Note taking

· Morphology

Assessment

On-demand assessment
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	· Show discrimination in selecting personal reading material.

· Predict the outcome of an incomplete passage.

· Compare characters, times, and places between texts.

· Identify with characters and/or experiences in text.

· Make appropriate notes for study purposes.

· Create a  mini-research paper

· Discern fact vs. opinion.

· Predict the impact of propaganda.

· Use research skills, i.e. dictionary, thesaurus.

· Demonstrate continued enjoyment of reading.

· Use graphic organizers to demonstrate understanding of text.

· Use knowledge of morphology to decode unfamiliar words.

	NINTH GRADE:  Communication

	Benchmarks (Students will . . . )
	Learning Focus
	Sample Activities/Materials/Resources

	Integration

C.9.1 Learn and recognize effective communication strategies and apply them in multiple settings.


	· Determination of communication strategies according to purpose and audience for a product

Assessment

Performance assessment with rubric, portfolios
	· Create survey questions and personal essays in response to literature and to informational texts from other curricular areas.

· Establish a purpose for an interview, and create interview questions based on that purpose, e.g., interviewing a school official to determine the school’s position on absenteeism.

· Participate in debates on issues related to characters or themes in a novel they’ve read, assuming the identity of one of the characters or the author.

· Write a profile paper on an personal interview based on one aspect of their life.

	Personal Response to Text

C.9.2 Evaluate and justify personal response to a variety of thematically related oral, visual, written, and electronic texts.


	· Support of an opinion with logical reasoning

· Determination of the validity of own and others’ responses

· Oral and written response to a variety of thematically related texts
· Choice of appropriate media to communicate a response

Assessment

Performance assessment with rubric, portfolios
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	· Write personal responses to literary elements, e.g., plot, characters, setting, theme in 

· poems (both personal and in a character’s voice).

· letter to the author.

· sequel/revised ending.

· first person (putting self in the story).

· reading journals, e.g., How would I react in this situation? This character reminds me of….I find this believable/unbelievable because….
· song lyrics in the character’s point of view.

· Respond orally to elements of literature from a variety of texts:

· a talk show in which the authors/characters of related texts are interviewed.

· dramatic skits in response to a variety of texts.

· dramatic monologues, individual or group, to show character change.

· oral history.

· Respond to elements and themes of literature visually: 

· human slide shows.

· illustrations (unique interpretations of a mood/scene).

· depiction of their own personal evolution.

· model of setting (as student sees it).

· acting interpretation choreographed to music.

For more activities at this level, see the narrative and informational text sections of the Genre and Craft strand.

	Social Context of Language

C.9.3 Demonstrate how language usage is related to successful communication in the workplace.
	· Identification of language suitable for a particular context and explanation of reasoning. 
Assessment

Performance assessment with rubric, teacher observation,  on-demand assessment
	· Assess communication skills displayed by a wide variety of individuals in varied settings, e.g., work vs. social.

· Role play assuming the roles of various professionals and speaking accordingly.

	Voice

C.9.4 Incorporate the elements of effective communication (e.g., pacing, repetition) in developing a variety of voices.
	· Use of a number of appealing voices suitable to a variety of audiences
· Use a variety of techniques to develop different voices:  pacing, repetition, etc.

Assessment

Performance assessment with rubric, on demand assessment, portfolio
	· Do oral readings of drama to understand differences in characters.

· Manipulate text to create different voices without changing content, e.g., Romeo in the 1990s.
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