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	Concepts/Themes 

Responsibility, reliability, commitment, restraint, honor, integrity, virtue, duty, 

Focus Questions

· When someone commits to someone/something, what are his/her responsibilities? How far does that responsibility extend?

· What are virtue, integrity, and honor? 

· How can responsibility be forced on someone?

· What responsibility do we have to ourselves and to others?

· At what point would honor and integrity be compromised?

	Benchmarks (Students will . . . )
	Sample Materials/Resources/Activities

	Culture and Community

LU.10.1 Within multiple texts, apply understandings gained from analyzing their own culture, common heritage, and community to those of others. 

Universal Themes

LU.10.2 Investigate and reflect on universal themes, problems, and issues, relating them to real-life situations in various social contexts.

Quality Literature

LU.10.3 Respond critically to classic, contemporary, and popular print and non-print texts, analyzing those texts for their quality and merit.

Various Perspectives

LU.10.4 Investigate, demonstrate, and critique themes and differing perspectives from multiple texts to form and support a thesis.

Row continues on next page.
	Sample Materials

Classic

· Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare

· Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare

· Selections from the Iliad by Homer

· Selection from Aeneid by Virgil

· Oedipus the King by Sophocles
Other World Literature Classics From:

· Sumerian, Egyptian, and Hebrew Literature…
· Persian and Arabic Literature
· Indian Literature
· Chinese Literature
· Japanese Literature
· Ancient Greece
· Roman Literature
· The Middle Ages
· The Renaissance
· The Age of Rationalism
· Romanticism and Realism
The Modern World

· The Infant Prodigy by Thomas Mann

· The Pearls by Isak Dinesen

· The Princess and All the Kingdom by Par Lagerkvist

· Everything Is Plundered and

· I Am Not One of Those Who Left the Land by Anna Akhmatova

· The Drowsy Garden and
· The Weeping Garden by Boris Pasternak

· The Bracelet by Colette

· A Breath of Air by Luigi Pirandello

· The Guitar and
· My Child Went to the Sea, and
· Rider’s Song by Federico Garcia Lorca

· Waiting for the Barbarians, and
· Artificial Flowers  by Constantine Cavafy

· The Glass of Milk by Manuel Rojas

· Sonatina by Ruben Dario

· Fear by Gabriela Mistral

· Under Reconstruction by Mori Ogal

· My Old Home by Lu Hsun

· The Artist by Rabindranath Tagore

Contemporary

· Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck

· A Separate Peace  by John Knowles

· Various cutting from contemporary authors used as examples of good writing.
· Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe

· The Pearl by John Steinbeck

Popular

· Rio Grande Stories by Carolyn Meyer

· Make Lemonade by Virginia Euwer Wolff

· The Man Who Was Poe by Avi

· Mary Wolf by Cynthia D. Grant

· What Girls Learn by Karin Cook

· Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse

· The Crazy Horse Electric Game by Chris Crutcher

· Notes from Another Life by Sue Ellen Bridgers

· Ironman by Chris Crutcher

· Tears of a Tiger by Sharon Draper

· Shadow Man by Cynthia D. Grant

· Jesse by Gary Soto

Non-Print

· A River Runs Through It  VHS

· Humanities Tapes  PBS

· Jack Benny (old radio tapes)
· Of Mice and Men VHS
· Other…
Sample Activities 
· Create an original work of art (poem, illustration, model, poster, etc.) based on understanding of a text’s culture.

· Focus in on an incident or memory from your lif e. use ideas from writing examples read n class and in your journals to create a lively, vivid story.
· Use  common narrative techniques to narrate  a significant event in one’s life. 
· use the five facets of characterization write  about  someone  you know or would like to know by working through the  writing  Process.
· engage in short writing exercises designed to teach the use of snapshots, thought shots, exploded moments, characterization.   
· Vocabulary based on reading selections and literary terms pertaining to both  writng and literature

· Incorporate projects and presentations  which draw on multiple intelligences  to deepen understanding of key vocabulary.

· Write an essay or short story applying cultural themes from single or multiple texts. In doing so, make connections to the students’ community and the community in the literature.
· Create a model showing important facets of their own cultural or family heritage (such as but not limited to making current family scenarios, posters, etc.)

· Investigate the theme of a work of in debates, talk show scenes, advice columns, Socratic seminars, discussions in class, written analyses, support of the opposing viewpoint, etc.

· Describe a time when they used or showed reliability, commitment and restraint.

· Create and present a monologue, which shows the personality of the character.

· Create and present a dialogue with two or more people, to be presented to the class on VHS or cassette audio tape.

· Write an analytical essay making connections between current events and the events in the literature.

· Write a persuasive essay analyzing what literary elements make a work of literature one of quality and merit.

· Read a work of literature and develop a presentation answering the question “What makes this a good piece of literature?”

· Complete a research project making connections between themes in literature and present society.

· Choose three terms and relate them to responsibility.
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	Benchmarks (Students will . . . )
	Learning Focus
	Sample Activities/Materials/Resources

	Mechanics

GC.10.1 Identify and utilize organizational and mechanical aspects of writing.

	Grammar/Usage

· Effective use of forms of capitalization; punctuation (semicolon, colon, italics, quotation marks, apostrophe, hyphen, dash, parentheses, brackets); and grammar through a combination of resources 
Documentation of Sources

· Documentation process on all citations (MLA, APA)
Spelling

· Correct spelling of high-frequency words in edited text

· Use of a combination of spelling strategies (spell check, dictionary, etc.)

Assessment

On-demand assessment, portfolio, performance assessment with rubric
	· Compare three or more thematically related texts orally and/or in writing— working with oral, written, fictional, and informational texts. 

· Construct short (1-2 paragraph) responses to questions about thematically related oral, written, fictional, and informational texts.
· Write about a favorite topic.

· Create a multimedia presentation, a television or radio commentary, or a newspaper article connecting two or more thematically related texts (including informational text) to real life.

· Hypothesize an answer to a question or problem, conduct an experiment or survey to test the hypothesis, and publish the results.

· Edit text and submit it for publication.

· Expand a personal list of words regularly spelled correctly when writing.

· Identify personal spelling demons and develop a plan for correcting them.

· Use a handbook to check conventions when writing.

· Create a report relating a real-world topic to a work of fiction and document the sources.

	Narrative Genre and Craft 

GC.10.2 Analyze and apply characteristics of genre and complex elements of narrative technique to formulate perspectives on multiple texts and express ideas creatively.

Row continues on next page.
	Genre

· Classical, popular, and contemporary short stories, novels, poetry, and drama; student-generated narrative text
Characteristics and Elements

· Moral vs. theme, author’s purpose in selecting point of view, multiple themes, effect of tone on idea, function of motif

· Story elements (character; direct and indirect characterization [actions, physical description, opinion of others, protagonist, antagonist]; setting [functional]; plot [exposition, rising action, climax, resolution, flashback, foreshadowing, conflict]; point of view [first and third person limited and omniscient]; differing perspectives; dialogue; tension [curiosity, shock, irony, suspense, satire])
· Style (imagery, [simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole]; symbolism; societal metaphor; motif; sound devices;  tone; mood; rhyme scheme; diction/word choice; voice of speaker; repetition; syntax)

Assessment

On-demand assessment, performance assessment with rubric
	· Compare an Edgar Allen Poe short story to a Stephen King short story or any other classic piece of literature to a contemporary piece.
· After identifying several motifs (recurring ideas or objects) in a story or novel, brainstorm words and phrases associated with the motifs. Then work to figure out why the author might have used this motif.
· Read a classical or popular novel, find and read a contemporary one on the same theme, and then discuss or write about similarities and differences.
· Choose different geometric figures for each character in a story. Manipulate them to show how each represents the character’s relationships.
· After reading various works of a single author, imitate that author’s style (for example, Hawthorne, Poe, Hemingway, or Faulkner).

· Write a progressive story applying the story elements and/or style.

	Informational Genre and Craft

GC.10.3 Make use of the types, characteristics, and organizational patterns utilized to convey and construct meaning in expository materials.
	Types

· Reference books, e.g., dictionaries, etymologies, encyclopedias, biographies, Internet; textbooks; manuals; directions; forms; resumes; applications; print media, e.g., newspapers, magazines; non-print media, e.g., documentaries, educational videos; student-generated text

Characteristics

· Order of presentation, outlining, cue words, transitions, abstraction, technical vocabulary, accuracy, reliability of sources, scholarly (impersonal) style, objectivity, technical diction, charts, graphs
Patterns

· Description, collection, causation, problem/solution, comparison, persuasion, response

Strategies

· Activation of prior knowledge, substantive conversation, reading for a purpose, higher-order thinking, connections to the world beyond the classroom, metacognition, Socratic seminars, cooperative learning

Assessment

Performance assessment with rubric, on-demand assessment
	· After listing current issues in their lives, interview their parents or other significant adults in their lives about the same issues and write a comparison/contrast paper.

· Write about a time when they were ill. Then write about the same event using scholarly (impersonal) language and compare the impact.

· After reading a novel, adopt the persona of one of the characters who they believe was portrayed in an unfair way. Write a letter of complaint to the author persuading him or her as to why the portrayal was unjust and what they would like the author to do to remedy the biased portrayal.

· After looking in the phone book and on the Internet, create a file of community resources that would help a character in a novel cope with an issue. If the main character has an alcoholic family member, for example, the student could collect pamphlets, names of self-help groups, and any agencies that address the problem. Then create a display board so others can see what is available.

	TENTH GRADE:  Skills and Processes

	Benchmarks (Students will . . . )
	Learning Focus
	Sample Activities/Materials/Resources

	Inquiry

SP.10.1 Create a workable thesis/hypothesis on an issue that is important and support it drawing upon various sources.


	· Questioning strategies (KWL, DRTA)

· Graphic organizers (outlines, maps, webs, graphs, and charts)

· Cause and effect, prediction, drawing conclusions
· Uses of library and other reference materials such as dictionary, encyclopedia, atlas, almanac, CD ROM, Internet, card catalog (electronic), books, television, magazines, video, speakers, and multimedia sources

· Research skills:  locating a topic, interviewing, understanding evidence and relevance, generalizing, paraphrasing, synthesizing, taking notes; outlining, narrowing a topic to a single focus (thesis), developing a bibliography

Assessment 

Performance assessment with rubric, on-demand assessment
	· Gather information on a topic of interest to the student concerning a current event or issue on a national or international level. Develop a written product and present this to a group such as a school board, class, etc.

	Writing

SP.10.2 Recognize and apply the writing process to produce a variety of genres demonstrating the connection between form and meaning.


	· Correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation (See the mechanics section of the Genre and Craft strand.)

· Writing process:  prewrite, draft, revise, edit, and publish

· Variation in form:  short story, poetry, essays, research paper, reaction paper, and persuasive essay

· Appropriate use of research

· Definite point of view
· Clarity
· Focus
· Adequate development of ideas through examples and details
· Coherent presentation
· Functional organizational structure
· Voice, tone, diction, and sentence structure that support meaning

Assessment

Performance assessment with rubric, on-demand assessment, portfolio
	· Write in response to a prompt.
· Add details to enhance writing.
· Write in varied forms: definition, comparison/contrast, timed essay, position paper, and research paper. 
· Summarize information.

· Compare the development of voice in texts of varying quality.

· Write a scene or position paper from two different points of view.

	Monitoring

SP.10.3 Apply goals and standards for individual achievement, monitor, and improve their progress in attaining these goals, and apply these standards to written, visual, and oral materials.
	· Evaluation skills (application of standards to writing)

· Goal setting

· Use of individual checklists and records of progress

· Reading journal

· Reflection

· Rubric use

· Peer revising and editing skills

Assessment

Self-evaluation and goal setting, e.g., portfolios, check lists, and rubrics; others as developmentally appropriate
	· Apply scoring rubrics to their writing and the writing of others.

· Develop and apply evaluation standards to various media.
· Select an appropriate junior elective English class.

· Make appropriate reading choices based on reading ability.

· Peer revise and edit.

· Monitor their own progress toward goals.

· Maintain a reading journal and reflect on cognitive skills used in personal reading selections.

	Oral Skills

SP.10.4 Demonstrate oral communication skills to create original work based on texts across the curriculum.
	· Recalling information heard 

· Responding to questions about thematically related oral texts
· Interviews

· Group discussions

· Speeches

· Formal and informal presentations

Assessment  

On-demand assessment, performance assessment with rubric
	· Recall information from a talk, a presentation, or oral reading.

· Listen to, discuss, and answer questions about thematically related oral texts.
· Develop a prepared speech presentation (including book talks and interviews).

· Participate in group discussions.

· Survey, plan, and develop a framework for assignments.

· Speak extemporaneously.

· Role play and do improvisations.

· Create an oral history.

· Participate in dramatic presentations, including reader’s theater.


	Reading

SP.10.5 Construct meaning using multiple strategies applied to increasingly complex texts.


	· Prediction

· Comparison of literary elements

· Figurative language

· Implications

· Themes and issues

· Tone

· Points of view
Row continues on next page.
Assessment

On-demand assessment
	· Reorganize explicit ideas from a variety of texts.

· Predict the outcome of a story from an incomplete passage in pre-reading.

· Compare characters, times, and places listed in one text.

· Interpret meanings of figurative language.

· Draw inferences by reading between lines.

· Respond by showing a deeper awareness of the relevance of themes and issues.

· Identify the tone and/or texture of language as to how it reflects on the idea of the text.

· Compare points of view contained in various written texts.

· Demonstrate continued reading enjoyment by reading one selection during each marking period.


	[image: image3.wmf]TENTH GRADE:  Communication

	Benchmarks (Students will . . . )
	Learning Focus
	Sample Activities/Materials/Resources

	Integration

C.10.1 Effectively use communication strategies in diverse settings and use evaluative techniques.
	· Determination of a point of view in order to create an effective communication product 

· Purpose for communicating 

Assessment

Performance assessment with rubric, portfolios
	· Create surveys, interpret the data, and share the information with an audience in a written, visual, and/or oral format. 

· Incorporate information from an interview into various formats such as a newspaper story or a talk show.

· Participate in debates, role playing real-life situations such as commission meetings or courtroom scenes that arise logically from texts they’ve read.

· Investigate a community or school issue and address it from two contrasting points of view in an editorial, a persuasive essay, or a radio show. 

	Personal Response to Text

C.10.2 Respond analytically to a variety of thematically related oral, visual, written, and electronic texts, providing examples of how texts influence their lives and their role in society.


	· Support of an opinion with logical reasoning

· Determination of the validity of own and others’ responses

· Analysis of component parts of text and their functions in creating a new whole

· Examination of how thematically related texts reflect real life

· Oral and written response to a variety of thematically related texts
· Choice of appropriate media to communicate a response

Assessment

Performance assessment with rubric, portfolios
Row continues on next page.
	· Respond analytically to text in writing:


reading journal responses with a connection between literature and the world in which students live.


journals used as a basis for student-generated writing.


comparative essay through the perspective of the character in the context of literature and their own thoughts and views.


analytical essay about any topic, e.g., plot development or character’s decisions/actions.

· Respond orally by analyzing text (both small group and whole class):


student role plays that recreate conflict in literature, e.g., Naomi Madgett’s “Alabama Centennial,” trial and conclusion of To Kill a Mockingbird—juries making their own decisions.


prepared speech on various literary ideas, e.g., irony in a selection and in the present.

· Respond visually by analyzing text: 


skit that looks at a text, e.g., Poe’s “The Raven”.

· film study, e.g., comparison of text and film, analysis of director’s decisions for changing text, choices about how to move text to film—as if they were the director.

· Create games requiring analysis of text, e.g., Huckleberry Finn, The Odyssey.

For more activities at this level, see the narrative and informational text sections of the Genre and Craft strand.

	Social Context of Language

C.10.3 Recognize and use language that shows elements of persuasion.
	· Identification and use of persuasive language patterns such as vocabulary matching (word choices appropriate to  the audience) and word connotations
Assessment

Performance assessment with rubric,  teacher observation,  on-demand assessment
	· Keep media logs documenting persuasion used by the media, e.g., Buy this, Join this group, Support my opinion, Elect me.

· Create commercials to promote a product—becoming familiar with common techniques of persuasion, e.g., testimony, dangling carrot, bandwagon, etc.

	Voice

C.10.4 Demonstrate confidence in using a variety of engaging voices when communicating for different purposes. 
	· Use of a number of appealing voices suitable to a variety of audiences

Assessment

Performance assessment with rubric, on demand assessment, portfolio
	· Experiment with writing different genres (stories, poems, etc.).

· Create text for a specific demographic group
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