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	ELEVENTH GRADE:  Literature and Understanding

	Concepts/Themes 

Courage, freedom, conformity, independence/dependence, responsibility, equality, civil disobedience
Focus Questions

· Apply the Universal Truths as outlined in Williams Faulkner’s Nobel Prize acceptance speech to the selection being studied.

· The Core Democratic Values to the selection being studied.

· Can freedom and conformity exist at the same time?

· What responsibilities are inherent parts of  the concepts of freedom and independence?

· If a person calls him/herself “independent,” can that person be “dependent” on things/technology? 

· What is a person’s responsibility to the oppressed?
· What are the issues concerning the “greatest good for the greatest number”?

· What is the cost of one’s choices?

· How can true equality be achieved?

· When is civil disobedience justified?

	Benchmarks (Students will . . . )
	Sample Activities/ Materials/Resources

	Culture and Community

LU.11.1 Within multiple texts, apply understandings gained from analyzing their own culture, common heritage, and community to those of others.

Universal Themes

LU.11.2 Investigate and reflect on universal themes, problems, and issues, analyzing impact on real-life situations in various social contexts.

Quality Literature

LU.11.3 Respond critically to classic, contemporary, and popular print and non-print texts evaluating their quality and merit.

Various Perspectives

LU.11.4 Synthesize themes and differing perspectives from multiple texts to form and support a thesis.
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	Sample Materials

Classic

· Any Ralph Waldo Emerson or Henry David Thoreau 
· The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel  Hawthorne

· Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

· Moby Dick by Herman Melville

· My Antonia by Willa Cather

· The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

· Song of Hiawatha by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

· Walden by Henry David Thoreau

· Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller

· Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams

· The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams

· Short Stories of Nathaniel Hawthorne

· Short Stories of Ernest Hemingway

· “Desire’s Baby” and “Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin

Contemporary

· The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane

· Black Boy by Richard Wright

· Black Like Me by John Howard Griffin

· The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck

· Our Town by Thorton Wilder

· The Crucible by Arthur Miller

· To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

· Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury

· Johnny Got His Gun by Dalton Trumbo

· The Wave
· Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger

· The Crucible by Arthur Miller

· The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway

· Native Son by Richard Wright

· Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston

· I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou

· “By the Waters of Babylon” by Stephen Vincent Benet

· Nine Stories by J.D. Salinger

Popular
· Snow Falling on Cedars
· A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving

· Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers

Non-Print

· The Wave VHS
· Swing Kids
· Red Dawn
· Last of the Mohicans
· Field of Dreams
· Amistad
· TBS Series “The Native Americans”
· Three Sovereigns for Sarah
· Johnny Got His Gun
· Great Gatsby
· Dear America: Letters Home from Vietnam
· The Crucible
· Moby Dick
· Ironweed
· “I have a dream” by MLK Jr.
· Fahrenheit 451
· Simon Birch
· Snow Falling on Cedars
· Hello Dolly
· O’Pioneers
Sample Activities

· Evaluate a character’s courage by present-day standards.

· Compare courage in one culture to courage in another.

· Write about a courageous act from two different perspectives.

· Develop an awards ceremony, creating the categories and nominating the people (real or fictitious).

· Determine whether or not courageous qualities in literature would still be considered courageous.

· Brainstorm,  identify, and respond to  the qualities of a hero within a literary piece.

· Create a time line.

· Creat a visual interpretation of some aspect of a piece of literature.

· Write a review/critic’s column (five star/thumbs up or down).

· Evaluate the validity or consistency of heroic acts or deeds the author presents.

· Develop a rubric for courage.

· Conduct a round table discussion in which the students adopt the personas of characters or authors.

· Cast modern-day actors in literary works, justifying choices.
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	ELEVENTH GRADE:  Genre and Craft

	Benchmarks (Students will . . . )
	Learning Focus
	Sample Activities/Materials/Resources

	Mechanics

GC.11.1 Refine organizational and mechanical aspects of writing.


	Grammar/Usage

· Correct use of capitalization, punctuation, and grammar (agreement, verbs, coordination and subordination, sentence combining, clear reference, avoidance of unnecessary shifts)

Documentation of Sources

· Competent use of the documentation process on all citations (MLA)

Spelling

· Correct spelling of all  words in edited text

· Correct spelling of high-frequency words in unedited text 

Assessment

On-demand assessment, portfolio, performance assessment with rubric
	· Compare three or more thematically related texts orally and/or in writing— working with oral, written, fictional, and informational texts.

· Construct short (1-2 paragraph) responses to questions about thematically related oral, written, fictional, and informational texts.
· Write about a favorite topic.

· Create a multimedia presentation, a television or radio commentary, or a newspaper article relating two or more thematically related texts (including informational text) to real life.

· Hypothesize an answer to a question or problem, conduct an experiment or survey to test the hypothesis, and publish the results.

· Edit text and submit it for publication.

· Identify personal spelling demons and develop a plan for correcting them.

· Use a handbook to check conventions when writing.

· Write a review of an author’s work/s.

	Narrative Genre and Craft 

GC.11.2 Interpret, evaluate, and use characteristics and complex techniques of narrative genre.


	Genre

· Classical, popular, and contemporary short stories, poetry, and drama 

· Satire, farce

Characteristics and Elements

· Story elements (character; direct and indirect characterization [actions, physical description, opinion of others, protagonist, antagonist]; setting [functional]; plot [exposition, rising action, climax, resolution, flashback, foreshadowing, conflict]; point of view [first and third person limited and omniscient]; differing perspectives; dialogue; tension [curiosity, shock, irony, suspense, satire])

· Parallel structure, aesthetics

· Function of minor characters

· Style (imagery, [simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole]; symbolism; bias; societal metaphor; motif; sound devices;  tone; mood; rhyme scheme; diction/ word choice; voice of speaker; repetition; syntax

Assessment

On-demand assessment, performance assessment with rubric
	· Think of something they would like to criticize, e.g., a school rule, a person in the news, etc., and write a satire on it. Share the satires in writing groups.
· After reading a short story, look for examples of parallel structures. Re-write the sections, destroying the parallelisms. Discuss the effect on the story.

	Informational Genre and Craft

GC.11.3 Elaborate on the types, characteristics, and organizational patterns utilized to convey and construct meaning in expository materials.
	Types

· Reference books, e.g., dictionaries, etymologies, encyclopedias, biographies, Internet; textbooks; manuals; directions; forms; resumes; applications; print media, e.g., newspapers, magazines; non-print media, documentaries, educational videos; student-generated text

Characteristics

· Order of presentation, outlining, cue words, transitions, abstraction, technical vocabulary, accuracy, reliability of sources, scholarly (impersonal) style, objectivity, technical diction, charts, graphs
Organizational Patterns

· Description, collection, causation, problem/solution, comparison, persuasion, response

Strategies

· Activation of prior knowledge, substantive conversation, reading for a purpose, higher-order thinking, connections to the world beyond the classroom, metacognition, Socratic seminars, cooperative learning, writing

Assessment

Performance assessment with rubric, on-demand assessment
	· After reading various authors with opposing viewpoints on an issue, e.g., women’s rights, gun control, or immigration, analyze the structure of the argument and the devices used and write a persuasive essay using the identified structures and devices.

· After reading a novel and getting a college application form, fill out the application as the main character would, writing the essay from his or her point of view.

· Choose an issue from a novel and create an ad campaign on it, e.g., dealing with disabilities. Use as many formats as possible, e.g., radio commercial, bumper stickers, posters, web page, newspaper articles.

· Write an autobiography of one of the characters in a novel. Include what his/her life was like before or after the novel. Then write a reflective paper explaining the processes used in structuring and writing the paper. 




	ELEVENTH GRADE:  Skills and Processes

	Benchmarks (Students will . . . )
	Learning Focus
	Sample Activities/Materials/Resources

	Inquiry

SP.11.1 Create and support a thesis/hypothesis that relates classroom texts to relevant and current student concerns.


	· Questioning strategies (KWL, SQ3R)

· Graphic organizers (outlines, maps, webs, graphs, and charts)

· Cause and effect, prediction, drawing conclusions
· Uses of library and other reference materials such as dictionary, encyclopedia, atlas, almanac, CD ROM, Internet, card catalog (electronic), books, television, magazines, video, speakers, and multimedia sources

· Research skills:  locating a topic, interviewing, understanding evidence and relevance, generalizing, paraphrasing, synthesizing, taking notes; outlining, narrowing a topic to a single focus (thesis), developing a bibliography

Assessment

Performance assessment with rubric, on-demand assessment
	· Present information using varied techniques, e.g., analogy and metaphor.

· Use an idea from a short story, poem, etc. and relate it to a current concern through a multi-media approach.

	Writing
SP.11.2 Use the writing process as they produce a variety of genres demonstrating the connection between form and meaning.
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	· Correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation (See the mechanics section of the Genre and Craft strand.)

· Writing process:  prewrite, draft, revise, edit, and publish

· Appropriate use of research

· Timed writings
· Clarity
· Focus
· Adequate development of ideas through examples and details
· Coherent presentation
· Voice, tone, diction, and sentence structure that support meaning
· Functional organizational structure

Assessment

Performance assessment with rubric, on-demand assessment, portfolio
	· Write timed essays.

· Focus on a thematic idea.

· Write to justify and develop a stance.

· Write with consideration of voice and tone.

	Monitoring 

SP.11.3 Responsibly assess personal goals and achievement and critique these standards as they pertain to written, visual, and oral materials.
	· Evaluation skills (personal critiques, comparison and development of standards)

· Checklists and other progress records

· Reading journal

· Reflection

· Rubric use

· Presentation

· Assessment options using Multiple Intelligences

Assessment

Self-evaluation and goal setting, e.g., portfolios, check lists, and rubrics; others as developmentally appropriate
	· Apply scoring rubrics to their writing and the writing of others.
· Critique video/audio of themselves based on standards.

· Compose and contrast standards for the evaluation of a popular movie, a television program, an article, or a presentation on the same topic.

· Monitor their own progress toward goals.

· Maintain a reading journal and reflect on cognitive skills used in personal reading selections.

	Oral Skills

SP.11.4 Use oral communication skills to critically analyze complex, integrated texts and curriculum concepts.
	· Recalling information heard 

· Responding to questions about thematically related oral texts

· Comparison/contrast

· Persuasion

· Formal and informal presentations

· Problem solving

· Simulations

· Editorializing

· Group discussions

· Debate

Assessment 

On-demand assessment, performance assessment with rubric
	· Recall information from a talk, a presentation, or oral reading.

· Listen to, discuss, and answer questions about thematically related oral texts.
· Do oral comparison/contrast, persuasion, debate, opinion-based presentation, problem solving, simulations, editorializing, oral histories.

· Participate in dramatic presentations, including reader’s theater.

· Role play.

· Join group discussions of literature.



	Reading

SP.11.5 Construct meaning using multiple strategies applied to increasingly complex texts.


	· Author’s and reader’s roles

· Synthesis

· Primary and secondary sources

· Recurring themes

· Literary devices/terms

Assessment

On-demand assessment
	· Explain the roles of the author and of the reader in complex texts.

· Synthesize information from a variety of sources.

· Understand difference between a primary and secondary source.

· Recognize the value of technical literature/texts.

· Understand literature as an influence on and an indicator of society.

· Understand recurring themes in literature.

· Understand the application of literary devices/terms.




	ELEVENTH GRADE:  Communication

	Benchmarks (Students will . . . )
	Learning Focus
	Sample Activities/Materials/Resources

	Integration

C.11.1 Use increasingly sophisticated communication strategies in diverse settings and produce effective criticism.
	· Forensic strategies

· Group interaction in varied settings

· Multimedia presentation skills

· Portfolio development

· Guest presenters

Assessment

Performance assessment with rubric, portfolios
	· Use forensic strategies to dramatize a scene or passage from a work of literature as a part of a criticism.

· Interact with others in groups in various formal and informal community settings such as school board meetings, volunteer situations, and community organization meetings.

· Use a PowerPoint presentation to show critiques of literature, explanations of concepts or topics from other curricular areas, or persuasive arguments on school issues.

· Plan and begin work on a multimedia portfolio of their high school experiences.

	Personal Response to Text

C.11.2 Respond critically to a variety of thematically related oral, visual, written, and electronic texts, providing examples of how texts influence their lives and their role in society.
	· Support of an opinion with logical reasoning

· Determination of the validity of own and others’ responses

· Application of sets of criteria, both personal and traditional, to thematically related texts

· Examination of how thematically related texts reflect real life

· Oral and written response to a variety of thematically related texts
· Choice of appropriate media to communicate responses

Assessment

Performance assessment with rubric, portfolios
	· Respond to text in writing in mini research papers critically connecting literature to cultural history, e.g., Puritan history or literature; critical connections among various works of a specific time period, e.g., fleeing Bosnia and Anglican England or several works from the same time period; analysis of texts that focus on social criticism, including research of author and time period, e.g., The Grapes of Wrath, The Jungle, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, or The Crisis; or critical essays that examine more advanced literary concepts, e.g., narration, point of view, style, diction, and tone.

· Respond to text orally in discussions (small and whole group) of the effects of literature on society or vice versa; with guest speakers that connect in some way to the literature, e.g., people with life experiences to encounter oral history.

· Respond to text visually in a mural critically showing the evolution of a character or concept in literature.

For more activities at this level, see the narrative and informational text sections of the Genre and Craft strand.

	Social Context of Language

C.11.3 Examine the ways in which language patterns and vocabularies transmit culture and affect meaning.
	· Exploration of oral and written texts from various cultures
· Explanation of the ways language patterns and social interactions vary from culture to culture and region to region within the United States
Assessment

Performance assessment with rubric,  teacher observation,  on-demand assessment
	· Compare texts written by authors from varied ethnic, educational, and cultural backgrounds.

· Create a dialogue or script that features characters from the texts listed above.

· Pay respect to the contextual patterns of language and recognize the richness and texture of language used to impart meaning.

· Compare and contrast language used by different characters.


	Voice

C.11.4 Examine voice in a variety of informational texts. Examine and evaluate voice in a variety of texts.
	· Identification of the differences in voice within varied texts

Assessment

Performance assessment with rubric, on demand assessment, portfolio
	· Articulate the differences in voice between two texts, e.g., voiceless encyclopedia article and engaging informative piece.

· Evaluate diction and tone and identification of audience in a variety of informational pieces.
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