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By Comet Reporters
Gabe Appleton, Kyle
McMahon, Brad Coch-
ran and Darren Hum-

phrey
W e recently in-
terviewed
MAPS Superintendent
Jon Hartwig about the
procedure for closing
school due to inclement

weather. We found out it=%

isn't an easy decision to
make.

KM & What are some
reasons why school is
canceled?

JHA& The only things
that can cancel school
are the things out of our

”

Blazing Comet Reporter Kyle McMahon takes notes while intervi‘ew-
ing MAPS Superintendent Jon Hartwig (Comet Photo by Darren
Humphrey)

GAOJ How do you
make the decision to
cancel school?

JHO | have two em-
ployees, one lives in

drive a series of roads

go. They gather their
information about the
road conditions and

control: a snowstorm, no Harvey and the other onehave a meeting. Then

electricity in the build-
ing, water main break,
or fire.

Pai nt

By Comet Reporters
Dana Paquet, Bailey
Evans and Hannah
Lahti

I n Mrs. Ca
are two beautiful
Painted Lady butterflies.
Mrs. Carter got them
when they were just cat-

lives in Marquette. Both they make a recommen-
of the employees get in dation to me. They call
their trucks and they me usually around

e d Ladi es

erpillars, but now they  and the way they feed.
are beautiful, cherry red, The butterflies drink
night black, and glisten- from a flower that is
ing gold butterflies.
It took about oneanda  They are native to

F e fo Bvd weeks o S North America.

the caterpillars to emerge Mr s. Cart e

hat ch i

growing in sugar water.

Look Inside

¢ Who am |I? Guess this
i ssuebds my

e Fun in the Kitchen
with Sophie and Kate

e Canathon Results

e The Secret Key to the
Universe

e Giant Tortoises of the
Galapagos Islands

e The Top Secret File
e Mrs. Haughey profile

e Comic strips, holiday
music and more...

4:30am in the morning

where the buses usually and then | make the deci-

sion based on what they
say.
KM & How bad do the

weather conditions have to

be to cancel school?

(continued on page 3)

n

Painted Ledy Butterily

Vanessa cart dui

edging

from their cocoons. The joys having the beautifu
class has since been ob- flying creatures in their
serving these butterflies room.

Image courtesy of enchant-
edlearning.com
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Galapagos Expedition
Report: Trip of a Lifetime

By Comet Reporters The plants in the Gala-
Calla Martysz, Karissa ~ Pagos were different tha
Rodorigo, GlenEllen what we have growing
Lehmberg and Danielle here. They had grass tha

the tortoises ate, liver-

wort, daisy trees, cactus Z
rs. Russell re-  flowers, prickly pears ancji
turned from her  red, white and black ' :

adventure in the Galapa- mangrove trees.

Jahnke

gos Islands last week. The giant tortoises were
The trip of a lifetime was  very slow and interesting
sponsored by the Na-  to watch, Mrs. Russell
tional Geographic Soci-  gajd.
ety. Each island was differ-
While she was there, ent. One island was cov- Mmrs. Russell with the students she taught while in the Galapa-
she felt like she was ered with green and blackgos Islands (Photo courtesy of Mrs. Russell)

reading a book. She did- pebples that are worth as
ndt know wh amuchas gold.

She missed all of her Mrs. Russell felt iso- uqderstaAnd anyone. se |1 f s_la [ dd . Al
nétos wonge\mltlﬁmylamty(an b e
students at Graveraet. | ated there ‘b chke hcoorr‘l‘el N foN}in' endRu -

Student Singers Raise the Roof

By Comet Reporter Aubrie Jacobson

The holiday music programs last week were a huge suc-
cess.

Kaufman Auditorium was standing room only for specta-
tors of both the fourth and fifth grade programs. Some of
the musical selections .
included AC

Above from left, Gabe Clement, Nathan King, Kayce Mullett ard® O C ks, o0 A Pu
Hannah Johnson perform at the fourth grade holiday concert. E | f |, O and t
Below: Mikael Bernard, Carrigan LaBelle and Cammy Seitz

AJingl e Bel
Between each singing
group, individual musi-
cians entertained the au
ence on with a variety off
instrumental solos inclug
ing piano and guitar.
Alt was f uml
grade student Gwyneth & &

b

Harrick. Al ag 98 &dadle
sol o. o and Tony Fedrizzi

JtQbend s
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Blizzard of Books: Scholastic Fair Helps Library

By Comet Reporters Adam Smith, Logan Zueger and Elyza F
Larson '

c‘ftudents of Graveraet enj&"

, O

ala, the Graveraet librarian.
Some of the most popular b by
Lor d, fiThe Homewor k Machin nd

a Wi mpy Kido by Jeff Kinney
Three copies of each of these books were purchased for o
library. Not only the popular books were chosen, many of thg
others were chosen also.
Mrs. Edwards bought about $9,000 worth of books for our |

brary to keep, using profits from the book fair. Fourth grade student Maggie Aartila checks out one of the
Il i brarydés new books (Comet p

Snow Days continued from page 1

JHO Well, it's not so much the weather, it's what
the weather does. Slippery roads, snow drifts blog
ing the bus from moving around, heavy slush, ice
and freezing rain would be bad too.

GA-How do you notify the parents and families
that school is canceled?

JHO We have something called a calling tree.
have 400 employees in the school district, and |
make the three or four phone calls and then those
people call another group and then those people ¢
another group until all of the employees know. ,
Then my assistants call The Mining Journal, TV6,|
TV10, Public Radio or Sunny 102, and finally the | |
State Police post. =

KM & What time do you make the decision to
cancel school? Blazing Comet Reporters Kyle McMahon, center and Gabe Appleton

JHO | try to make the decision by about 5:00 a.minterview MAPS Superintendent Jon Hartwig (Comet Photo by Darren
If at all possible | make it the night before. If we're Humphrey)

having a bad storm and | know the news is coming KM & How many free snow days do we get before it
on at 11 p.m. | will make the decision 10 minutes cuts into our summer vacation?

before the 11 p.m. news. JH3 Zero. You get 30 hours. It's not measured in
GAd What happens if school is already in ses- days, it's measured in hours.
sion when the weather turns bad? GAd What is the average number of snowdays each

JHA Then we stay in the school, because you'reyear?

safer in school than you are on the buses onthe  jH§ Two. The highest we've had in 10 years is five.
really bad roads.
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Mystery teacher Loved

Volume 1, Issue 3

to play school

By Comet Reporters Kendra Palomaki dog named Gizmo.
and Elizabeth Kurin This teacher s big
he mystery teacher was born in vacation to Yellowstone National
Battle Creek. She has three sib- Park.
lings. The mystery teacher has also

FWhen | was |itt] | taught at Vandenboom Elementary
teacher. o she said School. She currently teaches here at

Her favorite game to play with friends Graveraet. . .
was fischool . o % She very much enjoys reading

ADaddl eso was her haﬁudftohgrclass.f hing i
book and her favorite subject was read er "’:(V(?”te part o _teachlng 'Sh g
ing. She also enjoyed music class. working wit chi |

The mystery teach . like disciplining students. .
quilting, weeding the garden and baking-— tcahn’? you guess this

Her favorite color is blue. She has a Mystery Teacher eacher:

A High Tech Teacher | Take 5 with Mrs. Jurasin
By Comet Reporter *;g « | By Comet Reporter Desirae FortiGreene
Aubrie Jacobson £ Q. What is it like going from gym teaching to fifth
s the oldest of %-@ grade?
five children, Altds a | ot of wor k.
Mrs. Debra Haughey ‘111 Q. Do you like being a fifth grade teacher?
was a|WayS the teacher A Y e.S . | | ov e- It . |l t 6s WO n
when she and her sib- Q. Which do you like teaching more? Gym or P.H.?
lings played school. Altos even
Q.What dés cl as tf h

In both middle school
and high school she
worked in the summers
as a classroom helper fo
a Head Start program.
Sheds | oved
learn ever since.

For 30 years nodv

her students during pro-
jects. In fact, her class is
doing projects involving
computers right now.
Outside of school, Mrs.(
Haughey loves to do
aerobics, knitting and, of

your students this year?

A. | think | have the best

class in the school.

Q. What do you do in your
spare time outside of school
| %\, Play basketball, volley-
ball, hiking and reading.

course, reading. She alsg

half that time as a spe-
cial education teacher
and the other half teach-
ing fourth and fifth
grade® s he 0 s
using technology with

likes outdoor exercise.
Mrs. Haughey said she
especially loves teaching
e rfifth grade students be-
cause she likes seeing

how they grow from Sep- grade students on the Bay

tember through June.
Her favorite annual ac-
tivity is taking the fifth

Cliff field trip to Big Bay
for three days each
spring.
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Our Opinion: Blazing Comet Editorial Page

Enjoy the Holiday Students Donate Food
762 Cans Collected

he Blazing Comet staff

would like to wish eve-

ryone an enjoyable
holiday vacation and happy
New Year.

By Comet Reporter
Carly Tuominen
raveraet students

To the wonderful teachers @ donated 762 cans
of food to less fortunate

and staff at Graveraet: We S

hope youdre abl /enj#\?mfhées du
days off, spend time with fam- 6 canathon. The eve s
ily, catch up on sleep, read a great book, go skiing started November 19 anc S

and do whatever you do tgrpug ezcsebrSha h dth
To our fellow students we say sleep in, go out an 'S was the 25th year that WLUC TV6 hosted the
play, hit the slopes, give canathon. Overall there was more than 170,000

grandma and grandpa a hug pounds of food collected. It is delivered to food pan-
read a great book and enjoy, tries throughout the Upper Peninsula.

: Whil e our school s parti
some tasty goodies.
It 6s y gb een a su° neo?r s;/dgn& we dHJI éalil sgortgf our goal of 2,000
Graveraet and Sp HO fugy)yvg Fap q}oépetter next year.
for all the fun things coming I thlnk we could improve participation if more an-
in 2008. See you then! nouncements are made to remind students. | believe

we will do better next year.

The Secret Key to the Universe

By Comet Reporter
Sam Williams :
bought "George's Secret Key to tE
Universe" on a Friday afternoon )
and | finished it on Saturday because "’. ‘L > Il a black hole.

' can open a door to space.

8 Soon George and Annie ride a comet,

d save Ericds comput er
{ lain and must rescue Annie's dad from

just couldn't put it down. : This book is written by the famous

This book is about a kid named Geofg J e physicist Stephen Hawking and his
who really likes science, but his parenfl-> . il daughter Lucyl learned from reading
won't let him get a computeilhey : e/ H it that particles can escape from black
don't even have a phone in their homeg  holes. The escaping particles are called
and they make him eat broccoli muffin o fl Hawking Radiation.

When George's pet pig Freddie escag | also learned that the atoms that
through the fence in their yard, Georg@l — "~ "~ — =S make us up came from exploding stars.
meets his new neighbors Annie and her Eric says were are children of the stars.
physicist dad, Eric. Eric owns the Did you know things can | e commend ibecause there is lots
worl dés most power 5GP TOBPEAOYE eof agvertsle. 1t
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Hats, Hats and More Hats

By Comet Reporter Cassidy Calderwood

ave you seen a fun loving crossiggard
wearing crazy hats? Big, tall, short, small
any kind of hat is perfect for Ms. Bonnie.

Who is Ms. Bonnie? She is our fine, fine crossing
guard for Graveraet. She started wearing crazy hats
for Halloween and got such a great response from
both students and parents that she continued to wear
her fun hats.

She found that everyone started waving and smil-
ing. She thought it was a great way to start every-
oneds day.

Ms. Bonnie is a grandma of eight and loves kids.
She usually makes her own hats. Next time you see

her on the corner, check out her cool hat and wave. Crossing guard Ms. Bonnie in one of her many hats (Comet photo by
Cassidy Calderwood)

Do not read below this line unless you have authorized clearance

Top Secret

This Top Secret File was discovered by Blazing Comet Investigative Re-
porters Maggie Aartila, Nora Gaffney and Kelsey Johnson

Mrs Iris Katers a.k.a. Fiftlgrade Teacher

+ Has been teaching for 38 years.
¢ Likes to downhill ski
+ She has two kids, Laura and John

¢ Dr. Pepper (the hedgehog, not the soda)|is

in her classroom

¢ Secret Identity: Green Bay Packer Fan




