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and the way they feed.  

The butterflies drink 

from a flower that is 

growing in sugar water. 

They are native to 

North America. 

Mrs. Carterôs class en-

joys having the beautiful, 

flying creatures in their 

room. 

erpillars, but now they 

are beautiful, cherry red, 

night black, and glisten-

ing gold butterflies. 

It took about one-and-a

-half to two weeks for 

the caterpillars to emerge 

from their cocoons. The 

class has since been ob-

serving these butterflies 

drive a series of roads 

where the buses usually 

go. They gather their 

information about the 

road conditions and 

have a meeting. Then 

they make a recommen-

dation to me. They call 

me usually around 

 GAðHow do you 

make the decision to 

cancel school? 

JHðI have two em-

ployees, one lives in 

Harvey and the other one 

lives in Marquette. Both 

of the employees get in 

their trucks and they 

By Comet Reporters 

Dana Paquet, Bailey 

Evans and Hannah 

Lahti 

I  n Mrs. Carterôs class are two beautiful 

Painted Lady butterflies. 

Mrs. Carter got them 

when they were just cat-

4:30am in the morning 

and then I make the deci-

sion based on what they 

say.  

 KMðHow bad do the 

weather conditions have to 

be to cancel school? 

 

(continued on page 3) 
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By Comet Reporters 

Gabe Appleton, Kyle 

McMahon, Brad Coch-

ran and Darren Hum-

phrey 

W e recently in-

terviewed 

MAPS Superintendent 

Jon Hartwig about the 

procedure for closing 

school due to inclement 

weather. We found out it 

isn't an easy decision to 

make.  

KMðWhat are some 

reasons why school is 

canceled?  

JHðThe only things 

that can cancel school 

are the things out of our 

control: a snowstorm, no 

electricity in the build-

ing, water main break, 

or fire.  

Snow Days: Who makes the call? 

G.I.S. Student Newspaper 

The Blazing Comet 

Painted Ladies hatch in Mrs. Carterõs classroom 

Blazing Comet Reporter Kyle McMahon takes notes while interview-

ing MAPS Superintendent Jon Hartwig (Comet Photo by Darren 

Humphrey) 
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Galapagos Expedit ion 
Report: Trip of a Lifetime 

By Comet Reporters 

Calla Martysz, Karissa 

Rodorigo, GlenEllen 

Lehmberg and Danielle 

Jahnke 

M rs. Russell re-

turned from her 

adventure in the Galapa-

gos Islands last week. 

The trip of a lifetime was 

sponsored by the Na-

tional Geographic Soci-

ety. 

While she was there, 

she felt like she was 

reading a book. She did-

nôt know what to expect. 

She missed all of her 

students at Graveraet. 

The plants in the Gala-

pagos were different than 

what we have growing 

here. They had grass that 

the tortoises ate, liver-

wort, daisy trees, cactus 

flowers, prickly pears and 

red, white and black 

mangrove trees. 

The giant tortoises were 

very slow and interesting 

to watch, Mrs. Russell 

said. 

Each island was differ-

ent. One island was cov-

ered with green and black 

pebbles that are worth as 

much as gold. 

Mrs. Russell felt iso-

lated there. She couldnôt 
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By Comet Reporter Aubrie Jacobson 

The holiday music programs last week were a huge suc-

cess. 

Kaufman Auditorium was standing room only for specta-

tors of  both the fourth and fifth grade programs. Some of 

the  musical selections 

included ñChristmas 

Rocks,ò ñPuff the Magic 

Elf,ò and the traditional 

ñJingle Bells.ò 

Between each singing 

group, individual musi-

cians entertained the audi-

ence on with a variety of 

instrumental solos includ-

ing piano and guitar. 

ñIt was fun,ò said fifth-

grade student Gwyneth 

Harrick. ñIôm glad I got a 

solo.ò 

Student Singers Raise the Roof 

Above from left, Gabe Clement, Nathan King, Kayce Mullett and 

Hannah Johnson perform at the fourth grade holiday concert. 

Below: Mikael Bernard, Carrigan LaBelle and Cammy Seitz 

understand anyone. 

ñItôs wonderful to be 

back home,ò Mrs. Rus-

sell said. ñI love being 

with my family and 

friends.ò 

Fourth grade students Daniel OôDonnell 

and Tony Fedrizzi 

Mrs. Russell with the students she taught while in the Galapa-

gos Islands (Photo courtesy of Mrs. Russell) 
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Blizzard of  Books: Scholastic Fair Helps Library 

Snow Days continued from page 1 

JHðWell, it's not so much the weather, it's what 

the weather does. Slippery roads, snow drifts block-

ing the bus from moving around, heavy slush, ice 

and freezing rain would be bad too.  

 GA-How do you notify the parents and families 

that school is canceled? 

JHðWe have something called a calling tree. We 

have 400 employees in the school district, and I 

make the three or four phone calls and then those 

people call another group and then those people call 

another group until all of the employees know. 

Then my assistants call The Mining Journal, TV6, 

TV10, Public Radio or Sunny 102, and finally the 

State Police post.  

 KMðWhat time do you make the decision to 

cancel school? 

JHðI try to make the decision by about 5:00 a.m. 

If at all possible I make it the night before. If we're 

having a bad storm and I know the news is coming 

on at 11 p.m. I will make the decision 10 minutes 

before the 11 p.m. news.  

 GAðWhat happens if school is already in ses-

sion when the weather turns bad? 

JHðThen we stay in the school, because you're 

safer in school than you are on the buses on the 

really bad roads.  

 KMðHow many free snow days do we get before it 

cuts into our summer vacation? 

JHðZero. You get 30 hours. It's not measured in 

days, it's measured in hours.  

GAðWhat is the average number of snowdays each 

year? 

JHðTwo. The highest we've had in 10 years is five.  

By Comet Reporters Adam Smith, Logan Zueger and Elyza 

Larson 

ò Students of Graveraet enjoyed the book fair,ò said Mrs. Piir-rala, the Graveraet librarian. 

 Some of the most popular books were ñRulesò by Synthia 

Lord,  ñThe Homework Machineò by Dan Gutman and ñDiary of 

a Wimpy Kidò by Jeff Kinney. 

Three copies of each of these books were purchased for our 

library. Not only the popular books were chosen, many of the 

others were chosen also.  

Mrs. Edwards bought about $9,000 worth of books for our li-

brary to keep, using profits from the book fair.  

Blazing Comet Reporters Kyle McMahon, center and Gabe Appleton  

interview MAPS Superintendent Jon Hartwig (Comet Photo by Darren 

Humphrey) 

Fourth grade student Maggie Aartila checks out one of the 

libraryôs new books (Comet photo by Cammie Seitz) 



 

 

Mystery  teacher  Loved to  p lay  schoo l  

By Comet Reporters Kendra Palomaki 

and Elizabeth Kurin 

T he mystery teacher was born in 

Battle Creek. She has three sib-

lings. 

ñWhen I was little I wanted to be a 

teacher,ò she said. 

Her favorite game to play with friends 

was ñschool.ò 

ñDaddlesò was her favorite childhood 

book and her favorite subject was read-

ing. She also enjoyed music class. 

The mystery teacherôs hobbies include 

quilting, weeding the garden and baking. 

Her favorite color is blue.  She has a 

dog named Gizmo. 

This teacherôs biggest trip was a 

vacation to Yellowstone National 

Park. 

The mystery teacher has also 

taught at Vandenboom Elementary 

School. She currently teaches here at 

Graveraet. 

She very much enjoys reading 

aloud to her class. 

Her favorite part of teaching is 

working with children. She doesnôt 

like disciplining students. 

Can you guess this issueôs mystery 

teacher? 
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A High Tech Teacher 

By Comet Reporter 

Aubrie Jacobson 

A s the oldest of 

five children, 

Mrs. Debra Haughey 

was always the teacher 

when she and her sib-

lings played school. 

In both middle school 

and high school she 

worked in the summers 

as a classroom helper for 

a Head Start program. 

Sheôs loved helping kids 

learn ever since. 

For 30 years nowð

half that time as a spe-

cial education teacher 

and the other half teach-

ing fourth and fifth 

gradesðsheôs enjoyed 

using technology with 

her students during pro-

jects. In fact, her class is 

doing projects involving 

computers right now. 

Outside of school, Mrs. 

Haughey loves to do 

aerobics, knitting and, of 

course, reading. She also 

likes outdoor exercise. 

Mrs. Haughey said she 

especially loves teaching 

fifth grade students be-

cause she likes seeing 

 By Comet Reporter Desirae Fortin-Greene 

Q. What is it like going from gym teaching to fifth 

grade? 

A. Itôs a lot of work. 

Q. Do you like being a fifth grade teacher? 

A. Yes. I love it. Itôs wonderful 

Q. Which do you like teaching more? Gym or P.E.? 

A. Itôs even 

Q. Whatôs class like with 

your students this year? 

A. I think I have the best 

class in the school. 

Q. What do you do in your 

spare time outside of school? 

A. Play basketball, volley-

ball, hiking and reading. 

Take 5 with Mrs. Jurasin 

Mystery Teacher 

how they grow from Sep-

tember through June. 

Her favorite annual ac-

tivity is taking the fifth 

grade students on the Bay 

Cliff field trip to Big Bay 

for three days each 

spring. 
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Our Opinion: Blazing Comet Edi tor ia l  Page  

By Comet Reporter 

Sam Williams 

I   bought "George's Secret Key to the 

Universe" on a Friday afternoon 

and I finished it on Saturday because I 

just couldn't put it down. 

This book is about a kid named George 

who really likes science, but his parents 

won't let him get a computer.  They 

don't even have a phone in their home 

and they make him eat broccoli muffins. 

When George's pet pig Freddie escapes 

through the fence in their yard, George 

meets his new neighbors Annie and her 

physicist dad, Eric.  Eric owns the 

worldôs most powerful computer and it 

can open a door to space. 

Soon George and Annie ride a comet, 

save Ericôs computer from an evil vil-

lain and must rescue Annie's dad from 

a black hole. 

This book is written by the famous 

physicist Stephen Hawking and his 

daughter Lucy. I learned from reading 

it that particles can escape from black 

holes. The escaping particles are called 

Hawking Radiation. 

 I also learned that the atoms that 

make us up came from exploding stars. 

Eric says were are children of the stars. 

I recommend it because there is lots 

of adventure. 

The Secret Key to the Universe 

Did you know things can  

escape from a black hole? 

By Comet Reporter 

Carly Tuominen 

G raveraet students 

donated 762 cans 

of food to less fortunate 

families during this yearôs 

TV6 canathon.  The event 

started November 19 and 

ran through December 5. 

This was the 25th year that WLUC TV6 hosted the 

canathon.  Overall there was more than 170,000 

pounds of food collected.  It is delivered to food pan-

tries throughout the Upper Peninsula. 

While our schoolôs participation was more than one 

can per student, we did fall short of our goal of 2,000 

cans.  Hopefully we can do better next year. 

I think we could improve participation if more an-

nouncements are made to remind students. I believe 

we will do better next year. 

Students Donate Food 
762 Cans Collected 

T he Blazing Comet staff 

would like to wish eve-

ryone an enjoyable 

holiday vacation and happy 

New Year. 

To the wonderful teachers 

and staff at Graveraet:  We 

hope youôre able to enjoy the 

days off, spend time with fam-

ily, catch up on sleep, read a great book, go skiing 

and do whatever you do thatôs special. 

To our fellow students we say sleep in, go out an 

play, hit the slopes, give 

grandma and grandpa a hug, 

read a great book and enjoy 

some tasty goodies. 

  Itôs been a super year here at 

Graveraet and weôre excited 

for all the fun things coming 

in 2008. See you then! 

Enjoy the Holiday 



This Top Secret File was discovered by Blazing Comet Investigative Re-

porters Maggie Aartila, Nora Gaffney and Kelsey Johnson 

Mrs Iris Katers a.k.a. Fifth-grade Teacher 

Has been teaching for 38 years. 

Likes to downhill ski 

She has two kids, Laura and John 

Dr. Pepper (the hedgehog, not the soda) is 

in her classroom 

Secret Identity: Green Bay Packer Fan 

 

Top Secret  
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Hats, Hats and More Hats 

 By Comet Reporter Cassidy Calderwood 

H ave you seen a fun loving crossing-guard 

wearing crazy hats?  Big, tall, short, small 

any kind of hat is perfect for Ms. Bonnie.  

Who is Ms. Bonnie?  She is our fine, fine crossing-

guard for Graveraet.  She started wearing crazy hats 

for Halloween and got such a great response from 

both students and parents that she continued to wear 

her fun hats. 

She found that everyone started waving and smil-

ing.  She thought it was a great way to start every-

oneôs day. 

Ms. Bonnie is a grandma of eight and loves kids. 

She usually makes her own hats.  Next  time you see 

her on the corner, check out her cool hat and wave.  Crossing guard Ms. Bonnie in one of her many hats (Comet photo by 

Cassidy Calderwood) 
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