
By Comet Reporters Zoey 

Peterson and Skylar Fore 

G raveraet principal Mrs. 

Tamra Bott said this 

school year is off to a great 

start. 

ñIôm just really proud of the 

way we all are working to-

gether as a learning commu-

nity this year,ò she said. 

Teachers are happy to be here, 

students are happy to be here, 

Iôm happy to be here. I think 

itôs a happy place.ò 

Mrs. Bott said she really 

enjoys her job. This is her 

fourth year as school princi-

pal. 

She said this yearôs fourth-

graders are fine, fine stu-

dents. 

ñIôm very impressed with 
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Michael Brzezinski and 

Jordan Hamalainen 

F ormer Graveraet 

student Ian Thor-

ley said it was a long 

trip to the top of the 

starting ramp at the 

Chevy Grand Prix 

slopestyle professional 

snowboard champion-

ships, but a trip he says 

that was well worth it. 

Thorley, now 22, 

started snowboarding at 

Marquette Mountain at 

age seven after his fa-

ther Ron asked if he 

wanted to try the sport.  

He said he soon fell in 

love with óboarding. 

Professional snowboarder Ian 

Thorley of Marquette shows his 

moves with Comet reporters 

Jordan Hamalainen and Michael 

Brzezinski (Comet Photo) 

Former Graveraet student hits big time as snowboarder 

ñAll I wanted to do 

was snowboard,ò Thor-

ley said.  ñI was 

hooked.ò 

But when he first 

started, he couldnôt do 

either the tricks or get 

the air that some of his 

friends could.   

ñThat kind of pushed 

me to try and get bet-

ter,ò Thorley said.  ñTo 

get to the same level 

that my friends were at.  

And over time I had 

more drive and determi-

nation to try and get 

better, and it kind of 

paid off because I was 
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Graveraet principal Mrs. Tamra Bott (Comet photo by Jared 

Evans). 

School year off to great start says Principal Bott 

Look Inside 

Teacher techniques 

Alien invasion 

NMU coach stays posi-

tive 

Holiday program this 

week 

Graveraet students in 

Nutcracker produc-

tion 

The Clean Team 

strikes again 

Girlsô hoop action 

ends with snow day 

Krazy Kraft  

Comic strips, photos 

and more... 

December 2, 2008 Volume 2, Issue 2 



Volume 2, Issue 2 

the fourth-graders and the fifth 

graders are a good group too. 

Mrs. Bott said that part of her 

job is to work with students who 

break rules. 

ñEverybody makes mistakes, 

but if you can teach them about 

it, it helps those students make a 

better choice the next time,ò she 

said. 

Principal Bott  

continued from page 1 

By Comet Reporter Anna     

Massaro  

A liens are coming. 

Students from Mr. Steve 

Sarasinôs and Mrs. Carrie Ju-

rasinôs fifth-grade classes went to 

the Shiras Planetarium at Mar-

quette Senior High School on 

Oct. 31 to hear the ñWar of the 

Worlds.ò 

ñWar of the Worldsò was a fake 

newscast that made people be-

lieve earth was being invaded by 

aliens. Orson Wells created this 

fake story to get more people to 

listen to his radio station. This 

was in 1938 before homes had 

televisions. 

Students who went to the pres-

entation thought it was awesome. 

Making claims of a false emer-

gency is now illegal, so donôt 

even try something like ñWar of 

the Worlds.ò 

Aliens are coming! 

By Comet Reporter Lyndsey 

Welch 

T here are a lot of events 

going on at Graveraet this 

month such as the holiday pro-

gram, field trips and Christmas 

break. 

On Dec. 5 Mrs. Jamie Tumaôs 

class will walk to the library and 

decorate a holiday tree. On Dec. 

12, Mrs. Patricia Wittlerôs class 

is visiting the library. Mrs. Re-

becca Johnsonôs and Mrs. 

Patricia Jerryôs classes are both 

going to the library Dec. 18. 

Mr. Gregory Pawlusiakôs and 

Mrs. Tumaôs classes are going 

skating at Lakeview Arena on 

Dec. 19 from 12:30 to 3:30. 

It looks like Graveraet students 

are in for a great winter. 

Winter events 

Blazing Comet 

reporters Alli 

Goriesky and 

Matthew Kurin 

Coming during lunch 

recess this month ñ 

Native American danc-

ing with Tanya Sprowl.  

Who let the dogs out? 
By Comet Reporters Lauren Ro-

tundo, Alli Goriesky, Matthew 

Kurin, and Grace Randall 

D o you know that the 

colder it gets, the better 

sled dogs like it? 

Thatôs what we learned at the 

Snowy Plains Sled Dog Kennel 

owned by Mrs. Jackie Winkowski 

and her husband Jim. 

The Winkowskis own 28 dogs 

and two pups. Those dogs eat 

about 50 pounds of dog food 

every two days. 

Snowy Plains is on 115 acres in 

Sands Township on a dirt road. 

The Winkowskis race the dogs 

as well as do guided sled dog 

trips. 
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early,ò he said.  ñThat way I 

could go out for night skiing on 

the week days. 

ñGoing to school is something 

youôve got to keep in mind,ò he 

said. ñI mean, snowboardingôs 

fun, but youôve also got to do 

your academics as well. So you 

have to have a balance.ò 

Thorleyôs advice for young 

snowboarders is to have fun, not 

get frustrated and to realize that it 

takes time to learn the skills. 

ñOnce you learn a trick,ò he 

said, ñyou have that trick that you 

can build on, turning it into oth-

ers.ò  

At the Grand Prix champion-

ship, Thorley was in second place 

going into his final run when he 

used some of the tricks in his bag 

such as a switch backside rodeo, 

frontside 720 and backside 720.  

He landed them cleanly and 

scored enough points to win. 

ñIt was basically a fairy tale 

come true,ò he said. 

As far as his future is con-

cerned, he hopes to be competi-

tive into his 30s. After that heôd 

like to stay in the industry, possi-

bly judging or hosting snowboard 

events. 

Snowboarder 

Continued from page 1 

the one spending more time at the 

ski hill. I was trying harder.ò 

Spending time at the hill was 

what he wanted to do, but before 

he could get there, he had to take 

care of his grades and school 

work. In fact, Thorley said he 

signed a contract with his parents 

that required him to keep his 

grades up in order to keep snow-

boarding. 

ñI worked hard in school to try 

and get all my homework done 

By Comet Reporter 

Cammy Seitz  

D ecember 2 is the 

fourth-grade 

Christmas pro-

gram. 

The beginning strings 

class taught by Mrs. Cath-

erine Moilanen  will be 

playing at the December 4 

fifth -grade program. The 

advanced class of strings 

also taught by Mrs. 

Moilanen will be playing 

as well.  The strings classes 

are one of many after-

school programs at Graver-

aet. 

Both programs start at 7. 

By Comet Reporter 

Garret Bonsall 

C oming this week 

is a large annual 

Graveraet event: the 

Graveraet holiday musi-

cal program. 

The fourth-grade pro-

gram is Dec. 2, two 

days before the fifth-

grade program. Both 

begin at 7 p.m. 

If you want to hear 

holiday classics or new 

tunes, come check out 

the singers. 

Students should arrive 

in their classrooms 15 

minutes early. 

Holiday music program two days this week 

Graveraet students Mikael Bernard, Carrigan Labelle and Cammy 

Seitz sing at the 2007 holiday music program held in Kaufman audito-

rium   (Comet file photo). 

Congratulations to fourth-grade students Charlotte Hodgins and Eliza Compton, 2008 Fire 

Prevention Week Poster Contest winners. Each winner receives a T-shirt. Compton, as a Grand 

Prize winner also earned a $50 Savings Bond and ride to school in a fire truck. 
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Mystery  Teacher  headed to  hawai i  

By Comet Reporter   Olivia 

Ruuska 

C an you guess this issueôs mystery teacher?  This 

person has  been married for 17 

years and has one child and no 

pets. She was born in Detroit and 

has four brothers and three sisters. 

Sheôs looking forward to a trip 

to Hawaii this spring. This 

teacher drinks water and loves 

planet Earth. 

 Here are some more of this per-

sonôs stats: 

Favorite animal: anything non-

rodent 

Favorite book: ñWhere the Wild 

Things Areò 

Favorite movie: ñBigò 

Favorite food: everything 

Favorite hockey team: Red 

Wings 

Favorite subject: math  

Favorite holiday: Christmas 

Favorite color: yellow 

Favorite animal: kitten 
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hun t i ng  w i t h  Dad  

By Comet Reporter Logan 

Zueger 

I   could not believe that my 

Dad told me I could go to 

Nebraska big game hunting with 

him and his friend, Mr. Nel-

son.  The few days before we left 

were the longest days of my life. 

Finally, it was time to go.  Even 

though it took 16 hours to get 

there, it was worth it.  

We saw animals everywhere.  I 

saw tons of deer, mule deer & 

white tail, ante-

lope, prairie 

dogs, ground-

hogs, coyotes, 

and I think I 

saw a wolf.  

We stayed at a ranch in Ne-

braska owned by a 

man named Louis 

Schmitt.  He was an 

interesting man.  He 

lives in the middle of 

the prairie, which 

means there are no 

trees.  There are roll-

ing hills with grass 

everywhere.  He lives 

on 5,600 acres, which 

equals about 8.75 

square miles. 

Mr. 

Schmitt 

has 

125 baby cows and 

125 full-grown 

cows.   

Mr. Schmitt doesn't like to 

travel.  The only place he goes is 

into town everyday.   

I felt so proud that my dad 

asked me to go to Nebraska.   
 

Which Graveraet teacher is this? 

(Answer on page 6) 

Graveraet student Logan Zueger with Nebraska rancher Louis 

Schmitt (photo courtesy of the Zueger family) �³�,���I�H�O�W���V�R���S�U�R�X�G���P�\���G�D�G��
�D�V�N�H�G���P�H���W�R���J�R�������´���a���/�R�J�D�Q��
Zueger 

Comet reporter heads west for first big game hunting trip 


