
By Comet Reporters Elyza Lar-

son and Cassidy Calderwood 

History is on the move in Mar-

quette Michigan. After 90 years 

of collecting memorabilia and an 

extensive archive the Marquette  

Historical Society has their sights 

set on a new location. Tina Har-

ris , the museum educator of two 

years, said they are setting their 

goal on a 2010 move. 

The plan is to move into the old 

Marq-Tran bus building, located 

on the corner of Spring and Third 

St. The projected cost of the reno-

vation will be $5.5 million. 

Mrs. Harris said the reason for 

the move is because they simply 

have outgrown their space. They 

donôt have enough space for all of 

their exhibits and the current 

building is not handicap accessi-

ble. 

Some of the exciting things the 

new museum will provide are a 
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By Comet Reporters 

Caitlin Carter and    

Mikael Bernard 

I  n January students 

riding Mr. Ralph 

Christensenôs bus will 

be able to borrow books 

and read on their way to 

or from school. The 

program is called 

ñBooks on the Busò and 

is being organized by 

Graveraetôs ñKids for 

Changeò group and the 

Marquette Area Read-

ing Council (MARC). 

A bag of books will be 

kept on Mr. Christen-

senôs bus for students to 

borrow, either for the 

Rolling and Reading: Books on the bus 

ride, or to bring home if 

they get really inter-

ested in the story. There 

will be many books to 

choose from. 

A KFC student will 

organize the program on 

the bus, handing out 

books and also making 

sure students follow the 

rules, such as not walk-

ing or standing when 

the bus is moving to 

trade in books. 

If the program is suc-

cessful, it will be ex-

panded to other buses. 

KFC is also looking 

into providing portable 

reading lamps for times 

MAPS buses will become roll-

ing libraries in January (Comet 

Photo by Jared Evans) 

Comet reporters Cassidy Calderwood and 

Elyza Larson with Mrs. Tina Harris of the 

Marquette County Historical Society. (Photo 

courtesy of Dee Dee Larson). 

History on the move in Marquette County 
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of the year when itôs too 

dark to read. 

The program was tested 

last year, but dropped be-

cause of student behavior.  

Organizers hope that add-

ing student monitors this 

year will improve that. 
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By Comet Reporter Michael 

Brzezinski 

O n Mondays when the 

teachers are away, the 

kids will playðstrings that is. 

The after school strings program 

is led by former Marquette Area 

Public Schools teacher Mrs. Cath-

erine Moilanen. It is an introduc-

tion to playing stringed instru-

ments such as the violin, viola 

and cello. In addition to learning 

to play the instruments, students 

also listen to the teacher play and 

perform at concerts such as the 

Graveraet holiday concert. 

Student musicians must practice 

a lot, but they also have fun play-

ing in concerts and having parties 

whenever practice is on a holiday. 

Students can rent their instru-

ment from a local music store. 

I play the cello and think play-

ing strings is fun. More kids 

should try it. 

Strings are attached 

Gale LaJoye in his silent show ñSnowflakeò 

based on the life of a homeless man. (Photo 

courtesy of LaJoye) 

Snowflake returns to Kaufman 

By Comet Reporters Zoey Peter-

son and Skylar Fore 

C omic, clown, mime and 

storyteller Gale LaJoye 

will perform at Kaufman Audito-

rium December 27 and 28.  

Best known for his popular 

show ñSnowflake,ò a story based 

partly on the life of a Marquette 

homeless man, Mr. LaJoye turns 

his observations of everyday life 

into interesting stories told 

through actions, not words. He is 

a mime. 

Mr. LaJoye grew up and lives in 

Marquette. In 1973 he ran off to 

Florida to join the Ringling Bros. 

and Barnum and Bailey Circus 

where he worked as a clown. His 

career was cut short when in 1979 

he was paralyzed in an accident 

and told he would never walk 

again. He has since recovered and 

since the 1980s has toured the 

globe. 

Tickets are available at Peter 

White Public Library in the Arts 

and Culture Center. The cost is $6 

for children 12 and under, $8 for 

senior citizens and $15 for all oth-

ers. 
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Fifth-grade student Nathan King plays his 

stringed instrument at the holiday musical 

(Comet photo) 

Comet reporters Matthew Kurin, Skylar Fore 

and Lauren Rotundo demonstrate the ñRobot 

Dance.ò (Comet photo by Keigan Everett) 

By Comet Reporter Skylar Fore 

T he robot dance is one of 

the worldôs best dances. A 

lot of kids love to try it and it will 

keep you fit. 

It was invented by a man named 

Charles Washington, also known 

as Charles Robot, in the 1960s. 

All movements start and stop 

with a jerk to give the impression 

of motors stopping and starting. 

There is a variation called the 

broken robot. 



large education room that will have hands on activi-

ties and projects for classroom field trips and after 

school programs. It will have a large permanent exhi-

bition room that will contain many interesting items 

of Marquette County. These will include an original 

wigwam made by an Ojibwa tribe member, archeo-

logical finds and the natural historical process of 

how eye catching landforms, such as the black rocks 

came to exist. 

 They will even have a possible exhibit of 

what it means to be a Yooper. This will include visi-

tors having the opportunity to experience a working 

sauna. There will also be a smaller exhibition room 

that will provide space for traveling shows that could 

possibly come from such prestigious museums such 

as the Smithsonian Institution. The museum is really 

excited about having the space to provide after 

By Comet Reporter Logan 

Zueger  

A re you ever in a car with 

your mom or dad and pass 

somebody who is riding their bike 

in the winter?  Do you wonder 

how they do that? 

Eric Eppensteiner, the Head 

Coach for the Watercat Aquatic 

Club, said he doesn't like to pay 

for gas, so he rides his bike every-

where all winter long.  He just 

started this year. 

He says that riding up and down 

hills is easy, but he can't use his 

brakes because he would just 

slide. 

Coach Eric uses special gear to 

protect himself.  He always wears 

a skiing helmet and sun-

By Comet Reporter Olivia 

Ruuska 

S tudents are being intro-

duced to Native American 

dancing during lunch recess this 

month. 

In Native American dancing 

there is fancy dance and basic 

step. The students are also learn-

ing how to say some Native 

American words. 

There are about 60 students par-

ticipating in the program. Itôs part 

of a lunch recess alternative that 

has also included Salsa dancing 

lessons and game playing this 

school year. 

Winter on two wheels 

Swim coach Eric Eppensteiner braves snow 

and cold  to ride his bike to work (Comet 

photo by Sam Williams). 
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school educational activities and clubs for kids. 

  The museum is currently creating ex-

citement about the move by sponsoring a competi-

tion that is called Ameen, Honkala, and Richards 

Young Historian Award. This award will honor two 

students from Marquette County who have demon-

strated excellence in the exploration and presentation 

of local history through projects or arts of service. 

  The winners will be awarded $250 

from the primary school and $500 from the secon-

dary school. The winners will also be honored by a 

permanent plaque inside the museum and have their 

work featured in a public exhibit. 

Any youth in first through 12th grade may enter. 

The deadline is January 9. 

Possible entry ideas are projects that explore local 

history through drama, short films, skits, videos, mu-

sic, artwork, creative writing, or oral presentation. 

For entry forms and more information contact the 

museum at 906-226-3571, or email the museum edu-

cator at tinaharris@sbcglobal.net. 

glasses.   He uses mountain bike 

wheels.  He said he fell a bunch 

of times on ice, especially in the 

beginning.   

If you see a guy riding his bike 

this winter, it just might be Coach 

Eric. 

Dancing at 
lunch Native 

American style 

History on the move 

Continued from page 1 



By Comet Reporters Aubrey Reynolds-Erspamer 

and Sophie Shahbazi 

K ids need to 

remember to 

keep the hall-

ways clean. 

Every time we 

walk in the hallways 

we see either snow 

gear, papers or pen-

cils on the floor. 

This is not only un-

sightly, but can be 

unsafe. 

Please remember to 

keep your belong-

ings in your locker, 

help pick up and 

keep our hallways 

clean! 

 ôThe Clean Teamõ 
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Comet reporters Aubrey Reynolds-

Erspamer and Sophie Shahbazi monitor 

the hallway (Comet photo by Keigan 

Everett.) 

Krazy Kraft  
By Comet Reporters Hanna Johnson and Elyza Larson 

F or this edition of Krazy Krafts we are going to make colorful glass or-

naments. 

You will need: 

A clear glass ornament 

Colorful acrylic paint 

 

.To begin this craft, first you need to remove the 

hanger and cap from the ornament. Then you choose 

however many paints you want and squeeze them 

into the ornament. 

After that, let the ornament rest on its side for 

about five minutes with the cap off. 

Lastly, put the hanger and cap back on and shake the 

ornament around. 

We hope you enjoyed this weekôs edition of Krazy Krafts and Merry Christmas!  

Elyza Larson and Hanna Johnson, the Krazy Kraft columnists (Comet 

file photos) 

By Comet Reporter Sam Williams 

T he Legend of Zelda: The Wind Waker is a 

role-playing adventure game for the Nintendo 

Gamecube that is rated E. 

The storyline is that your sister is captured by a gi-

gantic bird that works for an evil wizard named 

Ganandorf. 

To win the game you must go on a quest solving 

puzzles, searching dungeons and ancient temples and 

battling bosses and monsters.  The main goal is to 

rescue your sister and to keep Ganandorf from gain-

ing control of the mythical kingdom of Hyrule. 

Along the way, as you solve puzzles or pass tests,  

you collect items to help you on your quest such as 

iron boots that allow you to walk in high winds and 

bracelets that give you the power to lift heavy items. 

I thought the boss with two floating hands and a 

floating head was the most fun part. Toward the end, 

you must show your skill by rebattling several mon-

sters that youôve already seen. This is a really fun 

game. 

Zelda review: Wind Waker 

 



By Comet Reporters Noah    

Kupper, Garrett Lewis, Jared 

Evans and Anthony Custard 

M iss Jacqueline Wright is 

currently a junior at 

Northern Michigan University. 

Her major is Secondary English 

Education with a minor in Secon-

dary Journalism Education. 

Some of the classes Miss 

Wright has to take are called Di-

mensions of Education, Grammar 

and Teaching of Writing. 

Miss Wright said she has about 

a year left before she can begin 

her student teaching and receive 

her teaching certificate. 

ñOnce I graduate I plan on go-

ing back home to the warm state 

of Arizona to teach,ò Miss Wright 

said. 

Miss Wright also said she loves 

the experience sheôs getting at 

Northern, especially all the hands

-on experience such as helping 

the Graveraet students with ñThe 

Blazing Comet.ò 

Aspiring educator helps Blazing Comet staf f 
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Miss Jacqueline Wright, NMU student, helps edit student stories for  ñThe Blazing Cometò 

(Photo by Keigan Everett). 

Overall, Miss Wright is both 

eager and excited to one day have 

a classroom of her own. 

Student sound of f 
By Comet Reporter Skyler Fisher with photos by Keigan Everett 

Question #1: How do you like president-elect Barack Obama?  Question #2: Are you going to miss President 

George Bush? 

Zoey: I like him and I 

hope he stops the war.  

Yes, I will miss Presi-

dent Bush, he was a 

good president. 

Skylar: I think Barack 

Obama will do a good 

job of leading the coun-

try. Yes, President Bush 

was a good president. 

Aubrey: I think itôs 

cool because heôs our 

first black president. 

Not really, I like having 

new things happen. 

Garrett: I hope heôll 

fix the economy. Not 

really because in my 

opinion he didn't do a 

good job. 


