
By Comet Reporter Liam Phillips 

M arquette Area Public 

Schools (MAPS) 

is going to be $3 million 

in debt next year if the 

district doesnôt make 

some changes, said school 

board member Mr. Tony 

Retaskie. 

To prevent that, Super-

intendent Mr. Jon Hartwig 

came up with 34 strategies to bal- Continued on page 3 
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Anna Massaro, Logan 

Zueger and Sam    

Willliams 

T he Marquette 

Area Public 

School district hopes to 

save about $600,000 by 

moving fourth and fifth 

grade students out of 

Graveraet next year and 

closing the buildingôs 

second and third floors.  

Under the proposed 

plan, the building's gym 

and Kaufman audito-

rium would remain 

open.  MAPS has no 

plans to sell or close the 

building. 

The proposal is being 

District looks to end intermediate school 

gradersðbecause weôre 

talking about that tooð

stayed in the elementary 

school, then they would 

have less movement in 

their 13 years of educa-

tion, said Mr. Hartwig 

in a recent interview 

with The Blazing 

Continued on page 3 

considered to help the 

district balance its 

budget, said MAPS Su-

perintendent Mr. Jon 

Hartwig. In the plan, 

fourth-grade students 

(this yearôs third-

graders) would remain 

at their elementary 

schools next year.  Next 

yearôs fifth-graders 

would go to Bothwell 

Middle School.  An al-

ternate plan being ex-

plored is one where 

both fourth- and fifth-

grade students would 

attend elementary 

schools. 

ñIf fourth graders, or 

fourth- and fifth-
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School superintendent Mr. Jon 

Hartwig  (Comet Photo by Sam 

Williams) 

ance the the districtôs 

budget.  Moving the fourthï and 

fifth-grades out of Graveraet 

is one of the strategies.   

Mr. Retaskie said: ñThe pro-

posal to put fifth-grade into 

Bothwell and put fourth 

grades back to Sandy Knoll, 

Cherry Creek, Vanden-

boom, and Superior Hills 

could save over half of a 

million dollars.ò 

Mr. Retaskie said he is also un-

decided if this is the best plan or 

not.   

One positive to this strategy is 

the money it will save the district 

because Graveraet is an old 

school and it costs a lot to 

run.  Some cons are that Bothwell 

will be crowded and there will be 

busier streets outside Bothwell. 

There is also not very much time 
Retaskie 
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Fifth-grade teacher Mr. Steve Sarasin (Comet photo) 

Mr. Sarasinõs Graveraet memories 
By Comet Reporters Madison Mechling and Olivia 

Ruuska 

F ifth-grade teacher Mr. Steve Sarasin told us 

some of his favorite Graveraet memories.  

The first one is Mrs. Gay Oslund patiently helping 

student after student and teacher after teacher. He 

also enjoyed seeing our principal Mrs. Tamra Bott 

ñwaking upò from a nap on the Kaufman stage to tell 

us a holiday story. 

Mr. Sarasin said he has appreciated how much our 

custodians Mr. Kevin Fortin,. Mr. Jerrod Hanson and 

Mrs. Lynn Mattson go above and  beyond to help 

teachers move into a new room. 

Other favorite memories: 

The lunch crew, Viki, Tammy and Marcia taking 

care of students who forget their lunch. 

Mrs. Piirala reading us a story in the library as only 

Mrs. Piirala can read a story. 

Mrs. Eilders showing her students how to shoot 

marbles during indoor recess. 

Mr. Ohman twirling around the stage as he teaches 

students how to dance. 

Mrs. Miron double checking to make sure parent 

requests are taken care of on a daily basis. 

Ms. Kathryn Johnson showing up each day to help 

students fill out assignment books and get organized 

to go home. 

And most of all the teachers who have made Grav-
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eraet such a successful and special place, the parents 

who did so much to support teachers in so many 

ways and the grandmas and grandpas who have al-

ways been there when needed. 

More thoughts from Graveraet teachers 

By Comet Reporters Lauren Rotundo and Skylar 

Fore 

W e asked two fourth-grade and 

two fifth-grade teachers  what 

they would miss if Graveraet 

closed. 

Mrs. Cathy Ohnmeiss said she would 

miss activities that include all of the dis-

trictôs fourth-grade classes such as the 

Science Fair and the fourth-grade play. 

Mrs. Patricia Wittler said she would 

miss all the students and teachers she worked with. 

Mrs. Anne Carter said she enjoyed the 

good educational setting between all the 

teachers and students at Graveraet and 

she would miss that as well as the whole 

school activities. 

Mrs. P.K. Russell said she will miss the 

beautiful window she and her class look 

out. 

Most of the teachers we interviewed 

donôt want Graveraet to close. 

Mrs. Cathy Ohnmeiss 



By Comet Reporter Maggie   

Aartila 

S pring fever is going around 

the school. But the question 

is: When is spring going to get 

here? 

The students in Mrs. P.K. Rus-

sellôs class said that they want 

spring to come! But other kids 

may have their differences. 

Miss Jessica Vallance, a student 

teacher, says she also wants 

spring to come. 

Spring fever hits Graveraet students 

Puxatawney Phil, the ground-

hog, said weôll have six more 

weeks of winter. Most students 

hope that goes by fast. Do you? 

But since winter seems to be 

hanging on, get those jackets, 

boots and hats and enjoy it while 

you still can. 

to organize this. 

Mr. Retaskie says that if Grav-

eraet closes as an intermediate 

school it will become the Alterna-

tive High School and then the 

gym and Kaufman Auditorium 

would stay open. 

He said he thinks that the move 

would be an educationally sound 

plan because MAPS has great 

teachers.  Mr. Restaskie also 

thinks that the meetings by con-

cerned parents regarding this is-

sue have been very organized. He 

is glad that parents are there to 

help. 

Restaskie 

Continued from page 1 

Danyelle Helt enjoys the playground equip-

ment during a warmer day. With spring 

weather, more students will be hitting the 

playground. (Comet file photo) 
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Comet. ñSo they could get into a 

school building and stay longer 

and that generally is more com-

forting for kids. 

ñThe benefit of doing something 

other than the intermediate 

school, financially, is that it 

would save a great deal of 

money,ò Mr. Hartwig added.  

ñThere are some downsides . . . 

Graveraet is a very fun school to 

attend? And taking that apart 

hurts peopleôs feelings and makes 

it feel like weôve lost some-

thing.  But the upside is that 

fourth- and fifth-graders do very 

well wherever they go to school 

and they are strong kids by that 

point in their life.ò 

If the fifth-graders move to 

Bothwell, they would start school 

at 8:00 a.m., the same as the sixth

ï through eighth-graders. The dis-

trictôs plan calls for both fifth- 

and sixth-grade students to be 

District changes 

Continued from page 1 

taught by a team of two teachers 

with 54-students in a class.  The 

classes would be on the second 

floor area of Bothwell known as 

the pod. 

The teachers would move with 

the students.  So would the desks 

and other school things needed 

for teaching, Mr. Hartwig said.  

The playground equipment would 

stay at Graveraet so kids in the 

neighborhood can keep using it. 

The reason for the change is that 

schools in Michigan are having a 

hard time paying for things, Mr. 

Hartwig said.  

ñThe state of Michigan has 

really been struggling economi-

cally,ò he said. ñIn fact, itôs the 

toughest state in the U.S. as far as 

economics go.ò 

Mr. Hartwig said the hard times 

for Michigan schools will proba-

bly continue. Nearly 90,000 stu-

dents have left the state as their 

families look for jobs, and also 

that there are not a lot of new jobs 

in Marquette. 

Graveraet and the fate of its stu-

dents and staff will be determined 

later this spring by the MAPS 

school board. 



By Comet Reporter Anna Morrison 

T his monthôs mystery person is really funny. He hangs out with the garbage cans. His fa-

vorite color is green and he will eat anything with 

cream cheese. 

The mystery person always wears his watch and his 

nickname (given him by Mr. Kevin Fortin) is 

ñMinnow.ò 

Can you guess this monthôs mystery person? 

 

Guess this issueôs mystery person.  The answer 

is on page 10. 

Mystery personõs nickname is ôMinnowõ 

By Comet Reporter Andrea     Olson 

M rs. Menhennick was born 1954 in Ithaca, 

NY.  When she was in third grade she won a 

bike.  She attended NMU and has taught grades 

three, four, seven and eight.  Sheôs married to Dennis 

and enjoyed visiting Sedona, Ariz. and the Grand 

Canyon on her birthday. 

 

Here are some other facts about this fourth-grade 

teacher: 

 

Favorite color: blue 

Dream vacation: Hawaii or Ireland 

Favorite movie: Sound of Music 

Pets: A white cat named Kye and a wire-haired 

box terrier 

Favorite Author: William Durbin, author of 

ñThe Broken Bladeò and ñSong of Sampo 

Lake.ò 

She loves William Durbinõs books 
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Fourth-grade teacher Mrs. Shirley Menhennick posts her class home-

work assignments on her website:  http://www.mapsnet. org/pages/ 

smenhennick/  (photo by Comet photographer Slava Hoffman) 

Favorite subjects: math and reading 

Children: two boys, Denny and Adam 

By Comet Reporter Jon Alexander 

Fourth-grade play at Kaufman Auditorium ð Marquette: My Town, My World 

May 7, 2 p.m. ð May 8, 9:45 a.m.; 7 p.m. 
 



Graveraet students star in youth theater production 

Redette Quar tet making sweet music 

By Comet Reporter Cassidy Calderwood 

L  auren Parala, junior, Nikky Vermeulen, 

sophomore, Alexis Mahler, senior and Sonja 

Prychitko, junior, make up 

the Redette Quartet. 

They have been playing 

their collective instru-

ments, the viola, violin, 

and the cello for many 

years through the Mar-

quette Area Public 

Schools symphony pro-

grams.  The four musi-

cians joined forces about a 

year about to form their 

group. 

The musicians have per-

formed at weddings, par-

ties, and banquets. They 

even had the privilege of 

traveling to Traverse City 

for the State Superinten-

dent Conference. 

This summer you wonôt find them sitting at the 

Page 5 Volume 2, Issue 6 

beach. They have a performance booked every week. 

ñMusic is our lives,ò said Mahler. ñThere is nothing 

weôd rather do.ò 

The quartet said they owe 

a lot of their success to 

their teacher Mrs. Janis 

Peterson. 

ñShe instilled in us her 

love of music and has 

helped us become the mu-

sicians we are today.ò 

The four highly recom-

mend participating in the 

schoolôs symphony pro-

gram. They feel being in 

the music program helps 

you become a smarter stu-

dent and it keeps you out 

of trouble. It also gives 

you an opportunity to 

make lifelong friends. 

On average they spend 

about 20 hours a week practicing, taking lessons and 

participating in rehearsals. 

The Redette Quartet with their instruments. They have a performance 

booked for every weekend this summer. (Comet photo by Cassidy   

Calderwod) 

By Comet Reporter Sophie Shahbazi 

T he true story of the Princess and the Pea is 

being brought to life by Marquette Arts and 

Culture Centerôs Youth Theater. 

The playôs title is really ñOnce Upon a Mattress.ò 

You may have seen some posters about it around the 

school. It is the story of Princess Winnifred the Woe-

begone, (Lizzie Grugin and Jill Vermuleun) the very 

strange, so-called shy, girl who swims the moat to 

meet Prince Dauntless the Drab, (Bryce Genovese) 

and his mother Queen Aggravain, (Cassidy Thomas 

and Grace Feliz) who doesnôt want the two to get 

marriedðever. 

Queen Aggravain also makes life miserable for her 

husband The Mute King. (Alexander Shahbazi and 

Ricky Vermuleun). 

The kingdom is hoping 

the Dauntless will marry 

soon because no one can 

marry until Dauntless 

does. There is also a wiz-

ard (Anastasya Hoffman 

and Kate Skendzel) who 

plays a nasty trick to add 

to the story, all told by the Minstrel, (Sophie Sha-

hbazi and Mallory Grugin) and the Jester (Karissa 

Langsford and 

 Kees Gray). 

To find out what happens in this funny show come 

see the April 24 performance for Graveraet students, 

or see one of the two performances April 25th at 

1:00 or 7:00pm. 



Krazy Kraft  
By Comet Reporters Hanna Johnson and Elyza Larson 

For this additon of Krazy Kraft, we are going to make a  

Sunshine Flower Pot because spring is just around the 

corner (we hope !!). 

 

The Sunshine Flower Pot is very simple and gives you 

the chance to be very creative.    All you will need is: 

 

1.  a medium size terra cotta flower pot 

2.  any color paint and a paint brush 

3.  any decorating tool for the outside of the pot: 

     buttons, shells, beads, stickers  and glue 

4.  potting soil and seeds 

5.  or, fake flowers, as seen in our picture 

 

Here's how to do it: 

First, paint your flower pot with a bright color paint.   

Let the paint dry.  Decorate,  then either fill the pot with dirt,  plant your seeds, water and watch it grow  

orð 

Add fake flowers and enjoy! 

Hanna Johnson and Elyza Larson creating their Krazy Kraft 

(Comet photo). 
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By Comet Reporter Oliver Rochester 

K ids in Graveraet school have been learning 

about other countries around the world. Fifth-

graders have been filling out passports, all while 

sharing an activity with people around the world. 

Recently fifth-grade students saw a presentation 

about Japan.  Japan is the location of our sister city. 

For us, being a sister city means if you go directly 

across the earth you will end up in Japan in a town 

called Hogoshiomi.  But the main thing is that 

friendship dolls were sent over from Japan during 

World War II. 

Michigan has one of the original friendship dolls. 

Her name is Miss Akita.  Miss Akita is damaged.  

Mrs. P.K. Russell's class is trying to start a fundraiser 

to fix her up. The fundraiser is called Pennies for 

Peace. 

Pennies for peace 

By Comet Reporter Anna Morrison 

K ids for Change will be helping out again as 

ambassadors for the upcoming parent-teacher 

conferences. Also, on the 30th of this month KFC 

sponsors Spirit Day with an Earth Day theme. 

Weôll be celebrating April and July birthdays this 

month. 

Graveraet is still working on becoming a green 

school. 

KFC will also host an ice cream social in June. 

It was nice keeping you up-to-date with KFCôs ac-

tivities. KFC meets on Wednesdays after school. 

KFC Corner 

Reminder: Parent-Teacher confer-

ences are April 22 and 23 



By Comet Reporter Noah     

Kupper 

J eff Smith has sold over a mil-

lion copies of the ñBoneò 

books.  The books are a series of 

graphic novels featuring the hero 

Fone Bone and his cousins Phon-

cible P. ñPhoneyò Bone and 

Smiley Bone.  Theyôve captured 

the imagination of readers world-

wide. 

In an e-mail interview, Mr. 

Smith said he started creating 

graphic novels because he always 

liked reading. 

ñI always loved comic books,ò 

he said.  ñBut I also loved prose 

novels like (ñThe Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finnò) or the Odys-

sey.ò 

Smith said graphic novels are 

comics in a novel. The ñBoneò 

series are precisely thatðñreally 

long comics just like a novel.ò 

ñI made up the characters one at 

a time,ò he said. ñI started with 

Fone Bone. I wanted him to meet 

Comic ar tist Jef f  Smith reaches mil l ions 

The cover art for one of author Jeff Smithôs 

books in the ñBoneò series 

Rudy the baby horse arrives 

By Comet Reporters Alli Goriesky and CeCe Sharland 

T hereôs a new family member on Blazing Comet reporter Alli Gorieskyôs farmðher horse Skip had a baby colt (baby boy 

horse) and his name is Rudy. 

Rudy is very friendly and loves attention. Heôs so fast already he runs 

like lightning. 

ñHeôs very brave and adorable,ò said CeCe Sharland. 

The coltôs father is ñThe Famous Great Date.ò 

The Goriesky family loves him dearly. Baby colt Rudy, the newest member of the 

Goriesky farm, enjoys a snack of hay 

(Comet photo courtesy of Alli Goriesky) 
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a pretty young woman, that is 

why I made up Thorn. 

ñI callerd her Thorn because in 

most fairy tales, the girl is named 

Rose and I thought it would be 

funny to call her Thorn.ò 

Thorn needed a grandmother, so 

Smith created the character 

named Granôma Ben (whose real 

name is Rose).  Some other char-

acters are Lucius Down, manager 

of a tavern called Barrelhaven, 

the Rat Creatures, the evil Lord of 

the Locusts, and a mountain lion 

called Roque Ja. 

Mr. Smith said he was now 

writing a book for grown-ups 

called RASL. 

ñItôs a sci-fi mystery story,ò he 

said. 

He recommended that interested 

10-year-olds find a comic artist 

they like and read as much about 

them as they can. 

Mr. Smith said that when he 

was in fifth-grade he loved to 

learn and was an average student. 

ñI always had a very healthy 

appetite for reading and knowl-

edge in general. 

He encourages children at any 

age to read as much as possible. 
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By Comet Reporters Anna Massaro, Mikael       

Bernard and Caitlin Carter 

I  t appears that Graveraet may soon be closing as 

an intermediate school and become home to the 

districtôs alternative high school. That would be the 

buildingôs fourth different use. It was originally a 

high school, then a junior high.  Here are some other 

facts about the schoolôs history: 

The Marquette Board of Education bought the 

land where Graveraet now stands in 1916. Con-

struction on the building, which was first a high 

school, started in 1925 and was completed in 

1928.  The class of 1928 was the first graduat-

ing class. 

Mr. Louis Kaufman, an enormously successful 

banker who was born in Marquette, donated 

$26,000 for the purchase of the land. He was 

Graveraet history spans over 80 years 

4th grade opinion

0

5

10

15

20

25

G
oo

dm
an

Ju
rk

ov
ic
h

M
en

hen
ni
ck

O
hn

m
ei

ss

Paw
lu

si
ak

Per
rin

Shi
rtz

W
itt

le
r

Classroom

#
 o

f 
s
tu

d
e
n

ts

Students w ho w ant to attend Bothw ell for

fifth grade

Students w ho w ant to attend Graveraet for

5th grade

5th Grade opinion

0

5

10

15

20

25

Ben
gr

y

C
ar

te
r

H
au

gh
ey

Je
rry

Jo
hn

so
n

Ju
ra

si
n

R
us

se
ll

Sar
as

in

Tum
a

Classroom

#
 o

f 
s
tu

d
e
n

ts

Students w ho support closing Graveraet

Students w ho w ant Graveraet to remain open

also instrumental in the construction of another, 

more famous building: The Empire State Build-

ing in New York City. 

Mr. Kaufman later donated $100,000 to create 

an endowment fund for the school. 

The school board honored Kaufman by naming 

the school after his mother: Juliet Graveraet 

Kaufman 

The auditorium was built with the intention of 

bringing programs in the world of education, 

travel and art.  Programs in the auditorium are 

free to students (others are charged a nominal 

fee) thanks to Mr. Kaufmanôs generosity. 

Some of these programs included Amelia 

Earhart, the first woman to fly across the U.S. 

and The Vienna Boys Choir. There were many 

famous plays and musicians that performed 

through 1945. 

Student opinion polls by Blazing Comet Reporter Matthew Kurin 

 Students who want to attend 5th grade at 

Bothwell  

Students who want to attend 5th grade at 

Graveraet  

 

Students who support closing Graveraet 

as a school  

Students who want Graveraet to remain 

open as a school  
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By Comet Reporter Cassidy Calderwood 

I  t all began in the spring of my third grade year 

at Superior Hills. Mr. Matthew Williams, a par-

ent volunteer, came to help us create a one day news-

paper. It was really exciting. We all had our own as-

signment. 

To help us learn all the parts of a newspaper, the 

jobs were divided up so we could get a hands-on un-

derstanding of just how a newspaper was created. All 

the students were in a frenzy to meet our deadline by 

the end of the day.  Everyone was proud to see the 

finished product out in the hallway displayed. 

This was such a success that Mr. Williams sug-

gested to our principal Mrs. Tamra Bott that maybe 

we could start a newspaper at Graveraet. And so 

ñThe Blazing Cometò was born. Our first meeting 

was a bit of a surprise.  Mr. Williams thought there 

would be about 10- to 15 students interested. After 

all, it was an after school activity. However, at our 

first meeting we had about 40 kids show up.  Who 

knew so many kids would give up their after school 

time to read and write? 

The newspaper was now established as a part of our 

school. The students really looked forward to it every 

month when it came out. 

Being on the newspaper has been an amazing ex-

perience for me. I really enjoy doing it with all of my 

friends. Iôve learned so much about my fellow stu-

dents, school and myself. 

It has helped me become a better writer and person. 

It feels good to see my byline in front of a story and 

that means much to me because I know Iôve worked 

hard to see my story in The Blazing Comet. 

Cassidy Calderwood, left, and Elyza Larson, center, receive recogni-

tion for their participation in Graveraetôs student newspaper ñThe 

Blazing Comet from U.S. Representative Bart Stupak (D-Menominee) 

in Washington, D.C. last June. (Photo courtesy of Dee Dee Larson) 

Opinion: The Blazing Comet experience 

None of this would have been possible without the 

volunteer parentsô guidance and experience. I am 

truly grateful to have a teacher like him. 

Participating in ñThe Blazing Cometò has been a 

highlight of my years at Graveraet.   

By Comet Reporter Garrett Lewis 

T wo summers ago volunteer advisor Mr. Matt Williams and Graveraet principal Mrs. Tamra Bott met 

while helping on a youth mountain bike ride.  As they got talking, Mrs. Bott asked Mr. Williams if heôd 

be willing to help with an after school writing program. He agreed. 

ñAt the time we werenôt sure how it would turn out,ò Mr. Williams said. ñI never thought it would grow into 

a newspaper as big as óThe Blazing Comet.ôò 

This is the Graveraet student newspaperôs second year.  The student reporters have published six issues each 

year. 

Origins of the ôCometõ 


